70 


The Poore-mans Preacher. == : 


A 8 E RMO N 
Preached at S. Maries 


Spittle in Lo N DON, on 


Tueſday in Eaſter weeke, 
being April. 7. 
1607, 


By Ro. Wa ZN Bachelarof 
Dtuinive, and fellow of RA 
College in Oxford. 


Pro, 28, 27. 
He that gen unte the peove [hall newer ache. 
- 4 fe beth te drinks a cup of 
* S peg ye reward, 


London, 


Printed by A. Hatfield for Jom Bil. 
Ann, Dom. 1607. 


I 
o =o * + x 
L. | 

75 N e ln 

eee ee 


THE POORE MANS 
Preacher. 


Beers BBB. 


Caft thy bread pon the waters, fur after 
many dayes thou ſhalt finde it. 


az Pen Salomon the mirrour 
„Het QAiſedome and Know- 


1 bod taken a full view of all 
earthly things, he found 
by his cone erpertence, 
that there was nothing vnder the Sunne 
either wozthie of mans unpetaoas pur- 
ſuit , 02 able to eſfea mans true felicttie, 
Yee made himfelfe many areat wozks, 
he built many godly houſes, he planted 
many pte2'ant vineyards, oꝛchards, and 
garvens, and trees therein of all fruit : he 
. Is, — 
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ſherpe, ſiluet and gold aboue all that were 
befoze him in lerulalem. He pꝛouided him 
his men · ſingers and his women · ſingers, 
and all the delights of the ſonnes of men. 
Whatſoeuer his cies deſired he with-held 
it. ot from them, neither did he withdzaw 
his heart from any iop, and yet ſee his cen- 
ſure at the laſt of all theſe things, Yana 
UVannartum Vanitas vam , (7 ommia Va» 
nit a. Uamtie of vanities, vanitie of vani 
ties, and al is vanitie:which leſſon, when- 
as a god P2cacher , her had abundantly 
taught the fathfull in the pꝛetedent chap- 
ters of this boke, in this verſe now read 
vnto pou, he ſets vp another marke wher- 
at they are to aime, he ſhewes them ano⸗ 
ther path that they muſt tread, he chalkes 
out another race fo2 them to run, and he 
glues them another p fo: them to 
pꝛaaiſe. Caſt, ſaith he, « 1 


the waters, for after many daies thou 
finde it. 

As ifhe had thus ſaid vnto them. O yer 
fonnes of Adam, why doe you beat your 
b:aines and buſic your heads in ſ&king 
after the vaine and tranſitozie things of 
this wozld ? why doe pou place your 

chiefeft 
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hiefelt hay and delight in 

oꝛ beautie, oꝛ pleaſure, o: wiſedome, o: 
knowledge, 02 honour , 02 pompe, o: 
wealth! Where is the ſtrength that ſick- 
nefſehath not weakened? where is the 
beauty that age hath not withered! where 


the honour that care hath not accompani- 
ed? where is the pompe that time hath 
not ruinated? where is all the wealth and 
glozte of this wo2ld , that troubles haue 
not followed what is the fruit of all 
theſe things ? Poſſeſſa onerant , amata in- 
quent amſſa ruciant. In poſſeſſing them 
they burden you, in louing them they de- 

file you, in loſing them they toꝛment you: 
this is not a courſe to come to happineſſe, 
this is not the way to attaine heauen. 
Caſt away theſe trifles D man, let they 
taſt thee away fr5 thy God:rather be mer- 
cifull to thy pe b:other , that God may 
be mercifull vnto thee. Gre him chere- 
fully of thy gods that God may liberally 
ene 1 
ca 
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bread fd him, thine owne houſe harbour 
him, chine one apparellcloath hum, and 
thine owne wealth miniſter to his want. 
Doe this to hum that cannot doe it to tha 
againe, make choice of ſuch as cannot re 
turne the like, caſt thine almes vnto ſuch 
paze, as like water paſſe away , and will 
neuer being agapne what thou giueſt, 
yea loſe thy money fob thy neighbhoura 
ſake. This is a meanes to purchaſe Gods 
favour , this is a courſe to make thee 
bleſſed : foz hawſoeuer , thou doeſt not 
p:eſently taſte the fruit of this charitable 
deuotion, pet a tune ſhall come when thou 
ſhalt finde this reward, if not of tempo 
things in this life , yet of an euerlaſting 
inheritance in the refurredion of the iuſt. 
Caſt thy bread vpon the waters, for aſter 
many dies thou ſhalt finde it. 

Few woꝛds J confeTe,beloued,yet the 
ſubiect of mach matter. Fo2 as thoſe wa⸗ 
ters in Ezechiel were firſt to the anchles, 
next to the knees, after to the loines, laſt 
ly ſuch a riuer as could nat be paſſed ouer, 
Ezech.47+ ſo the diuine tineta that flow 
from this heanenly @untane to make 
glad the cats of God hawſneucr 9 
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Gt view they may ſæme but ſhallow to 
the ſhallow conteit of fleſh and blond, yet 
pon further ſearch they are found to bee 
mo p2ofound and plentifull in the 
ſtreames of holſome doqcrine to ſatiſnie 
the thirſt of our ſinfull ſoules ; and as her 
ſaid of that famous Yiſtoz1an, Verborum 
nam:70 ſententiarum numerum compreben- 
dit, he ſpake as many ſentences as he did 
woꝛds „ 02 as Hierome ſaid to Paulinus 
concerning the catholicke examples of 
Peter, Iames, Iohn, and lude, brexes efſe pa- 
riter & longas, breges in verbis, longas in ſen 
text: : that they were ſhozt, and yet they 
were long, ſhozt in reſpec of the number 
of the wo2ds , long in regard of the varie- 
tie of much matter in them contained: 
0 I may as trneiy ſay ths ſame of this 
text, that it is ſhoꝛt, and pet it is long, 
ot in the pautitie of wo2ds, long in the 
plentie of matter, euery woꝛd carrying 
his perfect waight, and euery ſyllable his 
ſubſtantiall ſenſe, and almoſt enery — 
his ſeuerali leflon, Caſt thy bread 
E for after many daies thou 


#02 art rich and bleſſed with 
ö on A 4 much 
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much wealth, the firſf ws2d is ſoꝛ thy up 
ſtrucion, thou mult not gather vnto ther, 
but caſt from thee, Caſt. Wilt thou know 
what to caſtzthou mult caſt bread, that is, 
any thing neceſſary fo2 the reliefe + helpe 
of the diſtrefſed. Caſt bread. Milt thou 
heare whoſe bread, thou muſt caſt, not an 
others, fo2 that is iniuſtice, but * 
owne, fo2 that is true charitie : caſt thy 
bread : wilt thou vnderſtand vpon whom 
to caſt thy bread, vpon thy poꝛe bꝛethꝛen, 
vpon whom whatſocuer thou beſtoweſt, 
thou muſt no moꝛe erpec from them a- 
gaine , then thou lokeſt fo: that which 
thou caſteſt away into the ſea. Caſt thy 
bread vponthe waters: Milt thou ſe'a 
reaſon ofall this 7 the reaſon bꝛings with 
it areward, the time when this reward 
ſhall be reccaued poſt dies multos, after ma- 
nie dates for after many daies, the reward 
it ſelfe implied in the laſt woꝛds, chou 
ſhalt finde it: for after many daies thou 
ſhalt finde it. 

Do that you ſe hare are many parts 
and circumſtances to be conſidered:wher- 
on if J ſhould particularly inſiſt, each 
of them might require a longer time then 

is 
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ts allotted mc fo2 the handling of the 
whole: but fo2 bꝛeuitie ſake , the ſumme 
and effect of all may be dzawne into theſe 
two heads, and dimded into theſe two 
b:anches. UWhereof the firit is a pꝛetept 
of a dutie to be perfo2med,in theſe woꝛds: 
caſt thy bread vpon the waters: The ſe- 
cond is a reaſon grounded vpon the pꝛo⸗ 
miſe of a reward to be receaued, in the 
nert woꝛds, for atter many daies thou 
ſhalt finde it: the pꝛetept is giuen by way 
of exhoꝛtation to Chꝛiſtian charitie: caſt 
thy bread vpon the waters: the pꝛomiſe is 
made by way of remuneration of Chꝛiſti⸗ 
an pietie, for afrer many daies thou ſhalt 
finde it. Caſtthy — vpon the waters, 
therein mans dutie is expꝛeſſed: tor aſter 
many daies thou ſhalt find it: therin Gods 
mercy is declared. Caſt thy bread vpon 
the waters: behold our diſtribution to 
men of things tempoꝛall commanded, tor 
after many daies thou ſhalt finde it: behold 
our retribution from God in things tem- 
pozall and eternall pzonuſed: the one is 
the ererciſe of our god wozks here on 
earth , caſt thy bread vpon the waters: 
A 
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there in heanen , for after many daics 
thou ſhalt finde ir. The firſt we muſt pꝛa⸗ 
giſe fo2 the time : caſt thy bread vpon the 
waters: the latter we muſt expea in time 


to come, for after many daies thou ſhalt 


&nde it. 

Theſe are the bounds and linuts ofmy 
intended meditations vpon theſe wo2ds. 
God grant I may ſpeake of them,dueced 
by the ſame ſpirit they were indighted, 
and that all this great and honoꝛable aſ- 
ſembly may heare and receaue them fo 
their owne inſtruction and conſolation in 
Chꝛiſt Jeſus. And (o by your Chꝛiſtian 
patience J now come to the handling of 
the parts as they lie in oꝛdet. 


Prima pars. 


Aſt thy bread vpon the waters. By 

the firſt woꝛd , 02 projce , caſt: 
Salomon implies that our charitie wal 
not onely be extended to ſuch as are nate 
at hand, but alſo to thoſe that are farxe of, 
as Hugo Cardwalis doth erpound it, and 
that we mult gine our almes lHenter © 4- 
ber aluter nov per e tara & quaſi ce 
| willingly 


f 
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willingty and ltberally , not conſtrained 
therunto by erto2ſton and compuiſton, as 
Bonauenrure will haue it:both at them ax - 
ming at Dauids admonition , If riches 
increaſe ſet not your harts vpon them, 
Plal. G2. ic. we muſt not ſet aur hearts vp- 
on our wealth, but as readily calf them 
upon others, as wee haue gradily gather⸗ 
ed them vnto our ſelues, knowing that a 
righteous man by the Pſalnift, and out 
of him by S. Paul, is deſcribed to be not 
agriping and greedy gatherer vnto hun⸗ 
ſeife, but a moſt chere full and friendly 
catder vnta others: diſperſu. dedit pawperi- 
bus he diſperſed and ſcattored abꝛaad, that 
is, he gane his — Pfal. 
112.9. 2. Cor. g.. caſt᷑ thy bread 

Thy bread: J am not here of Melac- 
{thons and others opintom, who dining 
after to ſyaituall a meaning. do by b2ead 
vnderſtand P 24, the bꝛead of fe, 
the woꝛd of Gon, tuhech they would haus 
the JÞ2eacher 
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ancient and moderne that it is not fozna- 
turall and ſutable to the circumſtances of 
this text, J rather by bread vnderſtapd 
with Carthuſian Corporalem refeftionem, 
coꝛ pozall refedion; with Lauater, elcemo- 
Hum, almes ; with Olympiodorus , em- 
nem cleemoſynam, enery almes ; with Hu- 
go Cardinalis, one beneficium, euery god 
turne; with Pellican, mem elcemoſynam, 
& omne beneſicinm both together; with Va- 
tablus and Illyricus, qwicquid ad vitam eff 
neceſſaruum, whatſocuer is neceſſarie to 
mans life: ſoꝛ ſo bread in many places of 
holy Scriptureand (one fo2 all) in the 
Lo2ds pꝛaier by a /ynecdoche doth ſigniſie 
all things neceſſarie fo2 the pꝛeſeruation 
and ſuſtentation of the life of man. Caſt 
thy bread. 

Panem tum, thy bread : twrm non alic- 
num, thine owne, and not anothers : fo: 
God will not haue vs robbe one, thereby 
to relieue another, no2 to take away from 
this man to giue vnto that, he likes not 
ſuch almes deedes , S-quidem & hoc rapma 
eſt, fo2 this is no better then rapine ſaith 


S. Chryſoſt. conc. 2 .de Lazaro, ſatinreff ' 


nom dare quam alterwm ſpoliare : und better 
if 
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it were not to gine at all then to main- 
taine our chaxitie by vniuſt meanes,ſaith 
that god father, le verbis Apoſtoli,ſerm:;2 1. 
but he that will be truely charifable, muſt 
remember S. Pauls rule, not to gine a- 
way another mans gods, but to labour 
and wozke with his owne hands, that her 
may haue to giue ( ofhis owne ) to him 
that na deth, Eph. 4.2 8. and as Marie wt- 
ped the fert ol leſus with her owne haire : 

ſo muſt euery faithſull Chꝛiſtian couer 
the fate of leſus, J meane reliene his 
poze members, at the leaſt with the ſu⸗ 
perfluities of his owne wealth: honora do- 
minum ds tua ſubſtantia, honour the Lo2d 
of thine owne niches, ſaith the wiſe man, 
Prou. 3.9. —— — is pꝛo⸗ 
nounced bleſſed , an t —＋ her 


gineth of his OWne — | 
— 27 2. 9. Caſt thy a of pork 
bread vponthe — 


Vpon the waters. ne are hore 
ment the poze andnedie./ But this may 
ſeme to ſome a ſtrange thing, that Salo- 
mon will haue vs caſt our bread vpon the 
waters: fo2 whatſoeuer is caſt therein, is 
vtterly loſt , as the common ment 

* 
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uc N νε amet, and ee rue eee, 
in Ari anes doe ſuſſicientiy declare, 
and will n haue vs there to beſtow 
nur almes where there will no benefit 
come either ts them oz vs by the fame £ 
Durety beloved in our Loꝛd and Hant- 
Bar, Salomon would haue vs give not 
taking foz any thingagaine, and J cor 
fefle there are mante maſferleſe rogues 
md ſturdie beggers in the word, fo 
whom whatſoouer is giuen, it ts but in⸗ 
dend raſt io che waters: foꝛ being them 
ſblues euill beaſts and ſlots bethes , they 
waſtfully and \wantonly and wickevly 
ſpeud the charitable deuotion of the well 
vefpoled , and are nothing bettered in 
therr eſtates : but tho'e are not the onely 
waters wherton Salomon would haue vs 
caſt our bread , although J grant enen 
thoſe alfo as they are men and Chꝛitti⸗ 
ans, (their maners being co2rened , and 
wet perſons reſpected ) are not altoge- 


Her to be extiuded from onr benenolence. 
Bet who then axe theſe waters whereon 
we mult caſt our bread > I rmſwer tft, 
He pw2e and nerdie, who may be called 


1. Refpetts 
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1.  Refpeitus multi, in reſpec of 
multituds : fo2 as the Angell in the Reue- 
lation told 8. Iohn, that the waters which 
he faw were people, and multitudes, and 
nations, and tongs, Reuel. 15.19. ſo Sa- 
lomon would vs know , that the warers 
which he hare deſcribeth, are multitudes 
of nations and people, in number ma- 
ny, in condition poze, on whom we muſt 
calt the cies of Liberalut as 
ume in mul10; commendanr ſaith Illyricus, 
liberalitre to many is henre commended 
vnto vs: Caſt thy bread vpon theſe ma- 
nic waters. 

2, Refpettn agitationis, the pmꝛe are cal- 
led waters in reſped of continuall agitati- 
on and toſſing : fo: as the waters are ſ- 
dome at reſt, but toſſedhither and thither 
with winde and weather: ſo the pwze 
diſtreſſed are neuet at quiet, but — 
— —— — 
ons and tribulation , «/cemo/yne parpers- 
bur ct eft fartenda, — cnn 
the poze affiicted are to bee reliened with 
dur almes: Caſt thy bread vpon theſe 
troubled waters. 
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led waters in reſpec of moiſtening : fo2 
as the waters doe not onely moiſten the 
adioining ſhoꝛes, but ſometimes alſo o⸗ 
uerflow the bo2dering fields : ſo they that 
are pinched with pouertie, are fo:cedma- 
nie times not onely with Dauid to water 
their couch with their teares,but euen the 
boſome of their friends alſo, wæping and 
wailing in rememb2ance of thoſe manie 
calamities which haue fallen vpon them: 
O all per that paſſe by haue pittie on theſe 
waters, I meane on ſuch as are euen tur- 
ned into watrie fountaines, que prop- 
ter caſus aduerſos vbertim lachrymantur, as 
Munſter expounds it , and by reaſon of 
their miſerable eſtate doe pow2e downe a 
ſeaof teares. Caſt thy bread vpon thoſe 
falt aud briniſh waters. 
65 Reſpeils tramſitionit, the pmꝛe are tal⸗ 
waters, in reſpect of their paſſing away 
from one place vnto another: fo2 as it is 
true of all men, in regard of their dailie 
paſſage in this courſe of moztalitie, which 
the woman of Tcloah told the king, wer 
axe all as waters ſpilt vpon the ground, 
which cannot be gathered vp againe, 
2. Sam. 14-14-f01s it ſpecially true of the 
pO;e, 
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po2e, they are, ſhall I ſay, ranquam agus 
arffluentes, as waters ſpilt on the ground, 
that cannot be gathered; certainly they 
are que tranſcuntes, waters currant vpon 
the ground that returne not againe what 
is caſt into thein: and to this ſenſe manis 
reade the woꝛds of my tert, te panem 
trum ſuper tranſeuntes aquas, and they be 
theſe h tranſeuntet, theſe waters tranſi. 
ent, vpon whom we mult caſt our bread : 
call them if you will Gods pilgrims , 4s 
de loco ad locum, de willa ad u,, de gente 
ad gentem tranſeunt , AS Bonauenture and 
Hugo deſcribe them, that paſſe from place 
to place, from towne to towne , from 
countrey to countrey, to crane our chari- 
table ales. Caſt thy bread vpon theſe 
running Waters. 

Do then pou ſer, my bꝛethꝛen, how wiſe 
Salomon vnder this nietaphoꝛicall ſpxch, 
Caſt thy bread vpon the waters, doth ne⸗ 
ceTanily infoꝛce this moꝛall pꝛetept, di⸗ 
ſtribute thy wealth vnto the nedie , giue 
thine almes vnto the pwze : caſt and caſt 
bread,caſt and caſt thy bread, caſt and caſt 
thy bread vpon thew — caſt and caſt 


it cherefully, Wannen 
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ſaith the ſonne of Syrach , with a cherre- 
full eie, Eccleſ.3 5-10. and as euery man 
wiſheth in his heart, ſo let him giue, not 
grudgingly, 02 of neceſſitie, ſoꝛ God lo⸗ 
ueth a charefull muer, 2. Cor 9. 7. alacri 
animo facias elcemoſynam, ne dum panem 
triftis dediſts, reſpendeat tibi Deus, panem & 
meritum perdidiſti, faith S. Auguſtine vp- 
on Pſal. 42. Caſt and caſt ſperdilie, delaies 
in giuing are dangerous, a quicke and a 
readie hand bꝛings with it a double gift, 
quantum more addidiſti tantum gratiæ ſub- 
traxiſti, ſaith ſententious Seneca, the moꝛe 
delaies thou haſt vſed in giuing, the lefſe 
thanks thou art to erpect foꝛ thy giſt. The 
Grecians ſap,otG6a yaprris νονννẽHriegαιν⁰ Wor, 
the ſwifteſt graces are theſweoteſt : ler 
not then the gift of the nadie, Kecleſ. . 3. 
and ſate not to thy neighboꝛ, go and come 
againe, and to moꝛrow J will gine thee, 
if thou now haue it, Prou.3. 28. caſt, and 
caſt abundantlie, de/berants conſilium,triſt 
conſolationem. erranti viam, capt iuo redempti- 
onem,non/ano medelam, peregrinanti hoſpitiũ, 
nude veſtimentum, cſurienti cibum, ſitienti po- 
tum. & quod cniq, eſl neceſſarium indigenti. 
ſaith that god father, cap. 8 2. Enchrid. ad 


Laurentium, 
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Lawrentium : if thy bꝛother be ſimple and 
deſtitute of vnderſtanding, affo2d hun 
thy counſell, if he be friendleſſe, giue him 
thy comfo2t, if he be faultie, ſpare not thy 
b:otherly co2recion , if he be ignozant, 
lend him thy inſtruction , if he be in pꝛi⸗ 
ſon, caſt him thy ſtluer to redeme him, if 
he be ſicke, caſt him thy ſalue to cure him, 
ik he be harbourleſle, grant him thy houſe 
to couer him, if he be naked, caſt him thy 
garment to cloth him , if he be hungrie, 
caſt hum thy meat to feed him, if he ber 
thirſhe, caſt him thy d2inke to refrſh him, 
il he be in ante want and neceſſitie , caſt 
him this bread in my tert, that is, what- 
ſoeuer ſhall be requiſite to pꝛeſerue hum: 
ina wo2d, calf it ſincerely without boaſt- 
ing, continually without fainting, chere- 
fully without repining, ſpeedily without 
delaying, wiſely without miſſpending : 
caſt it to the needie, not to the wealthy, 
fo2 there is no neceſſity: calt it freely, not 
loking fo2 anie thing againe , fo2 that 
is no charitie, caſt accozding to thy 
eſtate , not mo2e then thou art able, foz 
that is p2odigalitie,caſt of thine own,and 
not ofothers,fo2 that — w2ong t 9 
2 Ca 
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caſt in ſecret, and as on the waters, not to 
be ſane and pꝛaiſed of men, fo2 that is 
mare hypocriſte, Thus mult wee mi⸗ 
niſter to the neceſſitie of our bꝛethzen, 
thus muſt we ſupplie our neighbours 
wants, thus muſt we relieuc the pa2e 
and diſtreſſed , thus muſt we caſt our 
bꝛead vpon the waters. Calt thy bread 
vpon the waters. 

They were the woꝛds of our Loꝛd le- 
ſus, that ſpake as neuer man ſpake, It is a 
bleſſed thing to giue rather than to re⸗ 
ceine, Act. 20. 35. and they were the 
woꝛds of an other leſus, euen the ſonne of 
Sy rach in his boke, Let not thine hand 
be ſtretched cut to reteaue, and ſhut when 
thou ſhouldeſt mue, Eccl. 4. 31. fo; as the 
ſchole-men tel vs, l onum eſt ſui diſſuſ num, 
& amor communicatinus eius quad habet, 
true godnelle is of diffuſiue «+ ſpꝛeading 
nature, and vnfained loue is not fo2 it 
ſelfe alone, but apt to participate and 
communicate what it hath vnto others: 
and the Philoſopher thꝛough the win- 
dowes of naturall ſpeculation , could ſee 
as much; that vertues chiefeſt pꝛaiſe was 
rather, W 4; 5is I, i Are Id 775 
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in the ation of diſtributing to others, 
than in the paſſion of reteiuing from os 
thers.ShalJ ſay with the Poet, ve e/? in- 
genioſa dare. nay nather with a god fa- 
ther J may p2onounce, £44: num, 
to gitzg is a thing moſt diuine, ſaing the 
liberall giuercommeth ncrer in imitati- 
on vnto God, who receaueth nothmg 
from any, but giueth plentifullie vnto all 
life and bꝛeath, and all things, Act. 7.2 ;. 
Giue therefoze O man to others, if thou 
wilt be truely happte , diſtribute vnto o⸗ 
thers, ik thou wilt be rightly vertuous, 
miniſter vnto others, if thou wilt be like 
thy ſelfe, caſt vnto others, that thou maiſt 
be like vnto thy God. 

A dutp, beloued, tommanded vnto vs in 
the Law, cõmended in the Goſpel,app2w- 
ued by nature it ſelfe, and pꝛagiſed by the 
faithful in al ſucceeding ages. In the boke 
of Exodus the people were commanded 
to till the land, to d2eſſe their vines and 
oline trees fo: the ſpace of fire ptes, but 
in the ſeuenth verre the Loꝛd appointed 
them to let it reſt and lie ill, that the 
paze of the people might eate, Exod. 2 3. 
1 1.and it was the expꝛeſſe will of almigh- 
353 tie 
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tie God, that in the time of harueſt, they 
hould leaue the gleanings of their coꝛne, 
and after their Uintage the remainder 
of their grapes fo2 the pe, Leuit. 19. 
9.10. Nay the p2ecept of the Loꝛd was 
generall, 5. fwerit apud te egens quiſpiam, 
de fratribus twis: If ànie of thy bꝛethꝛen be 
po2e within the land, thou ſhalt not har- 
den thine heart, no2 ſhut thine hand from 
hun: but thou ſhalt open thy hand vnto 
hum, and lend him that which is ſutfici- 
ent fo2 his need; thou ſhalt giue him, and 
let it not artene thine heart to giue him, 
Deut.x 5.7.8 10. And fo2 this purpoſe in 
the ſame chapter, the Lo2d ſaid , there 
ſhould euer be ſome paze in the land, be- 
cauſe they might euer haue occaſion to 
ererciſe their chaxit ie and beneuolente. 
This was that doctrine which Eſay laid 
downe vnto the Jewes, , range eſarients 
panem tuum, deale thy bread vnto the hun- 
grie, bꝛing the poꝛe that wander into thy 
houſe, when thou ſeſt the naked couer 
him, z hide not thy ſelfe from thine owne 
fleſh, E. 8. O what a foꝛtible argument 
is this to euerie Chaiſtian , to ſtretch out 
his hands vnto the nerdie, — 


- Cw os 


— 
* 


SE % SS ow % ©S 


— 


WW + ww %\ T3 + 


IP 
= 


ee e 


The Poore-mans Preacher. 21 


that he who aſketh our almes, be he ne⸗ 
uer ſo baſe, is not a ſtranger vnto vs, but 
fleſh of our fleſh, and bone of our bone, a 
poꝛe member with vs, of that myſtical bo- 
dy wherof Chꝛiſt Jeſus is the head: hide 
not then thy face from thine owne fleſh. 
This was the duty which Ezechiel taught 
his hearers, fo2 deſcribing a iuſt man, he 
ſpeaks not of his ſtrength and power, his 
di gnitie and honour , his wealth and ri⸗ 
ches, but of giuing his bꝛead vnto the 
hungrie, and couering the naked with his 
garment, Exek. 18. 7. and he tareth it as 
a capitall ſinne in Sodome, in that ſha 
did not ſtrengthen the hands of the poꝛe 
and needie, Ezech. 16.49. This was that 
which Iohn B _ p2e ached vnto the 
people, % » nd «# 3,007 u τνLh, he that 
2 let him part to him that 
hath none, and he that hath meate let him 
doe likewiſe, Luc. 3. 11. This was that 
which our Sauiour ſo often pzeſſed:Gine 
almes of thoſe things which are within, 
Luc. 1 1. 41. and, Sell that you haue and 
giue to the pe, Matth. 19.2 1. all which 
places are parallel to this of Salomon in 
my text, Caſt thy bread vpon the waters. 
| B 4 What 
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What ſhall J ſay moze, but as lob 
ſpeaketh, Aſke the beaſts and they ſhall 
tell the , aſke the fowles and they ſhall 
teach ther, ſpeake to the earth and it Hall 
ſhew ther, and to the fiſhes of the ſea, and 
they ſhall declare this vnto ther: Nate 
lvke D man vpon the heauens aboue, 
and on thy ſclfe below, and tell me whe- 
ther all the creatures of God doe not al⸗ 
ter a ſoꝛt pꝛeach this docrine of caſting 
and diſtributing vnto ther: the heauens 
caſt the their ſwert influence, the Dunne 
his light, the Bone her light, and the 
ſtarres their light, the clouds calt the 
their fatneſſe,the aire her ſwartneſle, x the 
fire his warinneſſe, the ſea caſts the his 
water to waih the , his fiſh to fad thee, 
and many rare things to delight thee, the 
earth caſts thee her herbes, the herbes caſt 
ther their flowers, the flowers caſt ther 
their ſeedes, and the ſcedes caſt ther their 
increaſe: euerie thing caſteth ſomething 
vnto man, to teach one man to caſt ſome⸗ 
what vnto an other: and if all this doth 
not moue the , then loke O man into 
thy ſelfe, the little woꝛld: doth not thy 
hand caſt meat into thy mouth, doth - 
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thy mouth conuey it vnto thy Comacke, 
and is it not from thy ſtomacke diſtribu⸗ 
ted indifferentip to the other parts, and 
all fo2 the pꝛeſeruation of the whole: haue 
not all the members in the body nerd one 
of another? can the mouth ſay vnto the 
eie, I haue no nad of ther: o2 the eie to 
the hand, J haue no need of ther: oꝛ the 
hand to the cares, I haue no nad of thee ? 
oꝛ the ear es to the forte, haue no na de 
of ther? oꝛ the whole bodie to the heart, J 
haue no neede of thee ? nay, doe not each 
ol theſe members affo2d their beſt heipe 
and furthcrance vnto the reſt: to teach vs 
who are all members of the ſame bodie, 
by giuing our charitable alnes to ſupple 
the ſeuerall wants and neceſſities one of 
an other: and whereas (as one obſerueth) 
omnia an mantia man habentia ulis terram 
attmgunt prater hominem, natute, oz ra- 
ther the God of nature, hath ſo framed 
t faſhioned all other creatures, that with 
their hands, o2 fozelegs which are inſted 
of hands, they touch the ground: man 
onely carricth his hands liited from the 
; earth, to ſhew that he ſhould not unplote 
them in earthly affaires, but rather in di- 
. ſtributing 


24 The Poore-maus Preacher. 
ſfributing of his gods, and diniding of 
his ſubſtance, and giuing of his riches vn- 
to the poꝛe, and caſting ot his bread vpon 
the waters. uch a caſter was holy lob: It 
I haue reſtrained ( ſaith he) the poze of 
their deſire, 02 cauſed the eies ofthe wid- 
doll to faile ; if I haue eaten my moꝛſela 
alone, and the fatherleſſe haue not eaten 
thereof; if J haue ſence any periſh fo2 


uering: then let mine arme fall from 
my ſhoulder, and mine arme be b2oken * 
from the bone, lob. 3 1. @uch a caſter was 
god Zacheus, he was no doubt a very rich 
man, and pet he gaue no leſſe then the one 
halfe of his gods vnto the poze , Luc. 19. 
8. Such a caſter was faithfull Cornelius; 
who is regiſtred by the ſpirit of God to all 
poſteritie, fo2 a deuout man, and one that 
gaue much almes vnto the people , Act. 
10.2.ſuch caſters were thoſe two renow- 
ned women, the one in the old Teſta- 
ment, the other in the new : the one was 
the widow of Sarepta, who telieued the 
pꝛophet ofthe Loꝛd with all the ſubſtance 
ſhe had, enena little meale in a barrell, 
and a little oile in a cruſe , 1. Reg. _ 


want ol clothing, oꝛ any poꝛe without co- 
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the other was that charitable Dorcas in 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, , who was rich 
in god woꝛks and almes which ſher did, 
A&t.9.36.Finally,ſuch caſters were thoſe 
wo:thie inſtruments of Gods glozie, 
men and women of famous memozie, 
whom the Lo2d hath raiſed vp in this citie 
as eſpeciall founders and benefacto2s in 
many woꝛthy woꝛks. (Vere repoꝛt was 
made acco2ding to the cuſtome of the 
place, of the number of pa2e child:zen, and 
ſouldters, and other impotent people,that 
this laſt yere were maintained, cured, # 
by ſome meanes relieued within the Yo- 
nozable citte of London, in the Yoſpitals 
of Chriſt, S. Bartholmew, S. Thomas, and 
Bridewell, which amounted in all to 
427 8.) 

Theſe are excellent things beloued 
bꝛethꝛen: ſo that as S. Paul ſaid of Rome, 
in the time of her ancient puritie, that her 
faith was publiſhed thozow the whole 
woꝛld, Rom. 1.8. ſo we may pꝛonounte of 
London, fag theſe her ſingular dades of 
charitie,that her faith, and the fruit of her 
faith, her many god wozks, are famous 
thozow the whole woꝛld: neither — 
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thinke that any one citie hath giuen moꝛe 
woꝛthy teſtimonies of a true and liuely 
faith: but among all theſe, J finde one 
god wozke yet wanting ,f J wiſh it may 
be hereafter regiſtred in this bedroule, it 
is that which heretofoꝛe many haue much 
deſired , and J cannot at this tune cons 
ceale it fcom you :. that whereas this Yo- 
no:able citie is aboue all the cities in this 
land, ſo well furniſhed with the choiceſt 
men fo2 learning, ſent hither wakely to 
ſtand befoze the moſt ſolemne congrega- 
tion, there is not ſome place pꝛouided at 
the charges of this citie, and the well af- 
fected therein, fo2 their better entertame⸗ 
ment, but that they are conſtrained to 
take their diet and lodging in trouble⸗ 
ſome Innes, whereby their expenſes are 
increaſed, their mindes diſturbed , their 
meditations diſtraced. J ſpeake not this, 
beloved, in mine owne behalfe,fo2 bleſſed 
be God, J ned it not, and J haue no cauſe 
to complaine herein, my (elfe receauing 
ſo kind entertainment of a pꝛiuate friend: 

but J ſpeake it aut of a compaſſionate af- 
fection towards many of my poze b2e- 
thꝛen and fellow-labourers in the _ 
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fene, who haning but ſmall meanes and 
maintenance, are by authontie ſent fo: 
from the Umuerſities, to ſupply , if not 
ſometimes this, yet many times, that o⸗ 
ther ſolemne place. The courſe of their 
ſtudie is hee:eby interrupted,their paines 
increaſed, their bodies wearted , their 
purſe emptied, and yet their perſon, nay, 
their calling by many is little reſpeced : 
fo2 as that Leuite ſometime ſaid, J goe 
now to the houſe of the Loꝛd, and yet no 
man receaueth me to houſe, lud. 19. 18. ſo 
many of our Leuirs may as truely p20- 
feſſe ofthemſelues, that comming hither, 
they gee vnto Gods houſe to perfo2zme 
that part ofſeruice due vnto him, and yet 
therets no man receaueth them to lodg- 
ing, no man entertaineth them in his 
houſe.Gaius was but a pꝛiuate man, vet 
he was the hoſt not of S. Paul onely , but 
of the whole Church, Rom. 16.23. Simon 
was but a poꝛe Tanner, and pet he lodg⸗ 
ed S. Peter many daies, Act. 9.43. Lydia 
was but a purple · ſeller, and yet the res 
queſted, nay , euen conſtrained the Apo⸗ 
tles to come into her houſe, and to abide 
there, Act. 16,15. and will not * 
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ſo rich, and ſo religious though her ma- 
ny inhabitants, be as fozward herrem as 
one man:? Will not ſuch a publike citie 
perfozme as much as a pꝛiuate perſon ? 
will not they whoſe zeale in other mat⸗ 
ters (as S. Paul ſpeaketh of the Corinthi- 
ans)hath pꝛouoked many, be pꝛouoked by 
others to this god wozk? That god Shu- 
nanure ſhall euet be rememb2ed while the 
woꝛld ſtandeth, fo2 her loue to the Lo2ds 
P2ophets. Parke J beſch you her ſpeech 
vnto her huſband, . Kings 4. J know this 
is a holy man of God that paſſeth by vs 
continually , let vs make him J pꝛay thee 
alittle chamber with walles , and let vs 
ſet him therea bed , and a table , and a 
ſtole , and a candleſticke, that he may 
turne in thither when he commeth vnto 
bs. O that wiſe men would not ſcoꝛne to 
imitate a weake woman, and that you 
(right Monoꝛable my L. Maior, and the 
right wo2ſhipfull Aldermen of this citie 
would vouchſafe in your metings , a- 
mong other pour ſerious affaires, to en- 
tertaine this conſultation, that as this ho- 
ly woman of God moued her huſband, 
out of his pʒiuate eſtate , ſo you __—_ 
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be as readie to moue one another, that 
at the laſt out of the publike charge, there 
may be pꝛouided fo2 the Lozds P2ophets, 
a little chamber and a bed, and a table, and 
a ſtole , and a candleſticke ; I meane a 
place ſequeſtred from tumult , and fit fo2 
meditation, whereunto they may betake 
themſelues when they come vnto you. 
Know you not that he which is taught in 
the Moꝛd, ſhould make him that hath 
taught him, partaker of all his gods, Gal. 
6.62 know you not that they which mini⸗ 
ſter about the holy things, eate of the 
things ofthe temple 2 and they that waite 
at the altar, are partakers with the altar 
who goeth a warfar at any time of his 
owne coſt 2 who planteth a vine yard and 
eateth not of the fruite thereof ? oz who 
feedeth a flocke and eateth not of the milke 
thereof? 1. Cor. 9. They come to ſowe vn- 
to you ſpirituall things, and thinke you 
much they ſhould reape pour carnall 
things ? they come to bꝛing vou heauenly 
Manna, and will you not affꝛd them 
pour earthly mammon:they come to ſane 
your ſoules , and will not you pꝛouide 
fo2 their coꝛpoꝛall neceſſities ? — 
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to feed you with the bꝛead of life? and will 
not you beſtow on them materiall fode 2? 
they come to comfo2t pou with the wa- 
ters of life, and will not you giue a cup of 
cold water to refreſh them: they come to 
bing you to the kingdome of heauen, and 
will not you pꝛepare foz them a pilgnms 
lodging in an earthly manſion ? where⸗ 
foe as S. Paul told the Corinthians, z. Cor. 
8.7. ſo giue me leaue to vſe the like er- 
hoztation : as p abound in eucry god 
woꝛke, in faith and woꝛd and knowledge, 
and in all diligence, and in peur loue to⸗ 
wards vs, euen ſo ſee that ve abound in 
this grace alſo. Bleſſed ſhal he be that fur- 
thereth ſuch a buſineſle: bleſſed,and thuce 
bleſſed he, that thus caſteth his bread vp- 
on theſe waters: ſuch a god woꝛke will be 
acceptable to Almightie God , comfozta- 
ble to his Miniſters, and honoꝛable to 
this renowned citie. Confider my deere 
bꝛethꝛen what J haue herein ſpoken, and 
the Lozd God giue you a right vnder⸗ 
ſtanding in all things. 

I might here take occaſion further to 
incite pou to this and the like holy du⸗ 
ties, by the example of many of your 
fo:eſathers 
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foefathers in this citie not yet named, 
who haue ercelled in the woꝛks of mercy, 
and with a liberall hand haue caſt their 
bread vpon the waters. But J will not 
— —— any further : onely of 
them thus much J ſay , their remem- 
b:ance wil be, as the compoſition of a per- 
fume that is made by the art of the Apo⸗ 
thecarie , ſwert as honie in all mouthes, 
and as muſicke at a banket of wine. They 
were the great Anmers of the king of hea⸗ 
uen, plentiful in the deeds of piety,abun- 
dant in the ſruits of charitie, and full of 
the bowels of compaſſion toward the ne&- 
dy: They are now dead # reſt from their 
labours, and their wozks follow then 
though J ſte manie now liuing not to fol- 
low them in their wozks : fo2 alas my bꝛe⸗ 
thꝛen, how farre are ſome of vs degenera⸗ 
ted from their ſteps,how farre are we fal- 
len from their religious deuotion? 7 p- 
rent peier any tulit nos nequires , mox 
daturos progeniems vitioſiorem. Mell might 
our fo:efathers be great giners,and boun⸗ 
tiful caſters, but ſurely now the wo2ld gro⸗ 
weth wazſe x wor. Te are fallen in- 
. nee e 
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of Chuſtianitie is waren colde; and the 
loue to thepaze in manie is abated, if not 
quite diſtinguiſhed. The Naturall Vitto- 
rian witeth of the Eagle the pzince of 
birds, and of the Lion the king of beaſts, 
that when they haue ſatiſfied themſelues 
with their pꝛaie, they leaue the remaines 
vnto the inferio2 beaſts and birds that are 
vnpꝛouided:but contrariwiſe he obſerueth 
of the Uulture, a rauenous bird, and ot 
the Wolfe a deuouring beaſt , both of 
them ofa leſſe noble and generous race, 
that either they deuour their whole pꝛaie, 
oꝛ what they leaue , they craftily hide it 
from others, and couetouſly reſerue it 
vnto themſelues : Beloued in our Loꝛd 
and Sauiour Jeſus Chuſt, our fozefa⸗ 
thers ſoared as Tagles in their thoughts, 
and were Lion like, truely noble and he- 
roicall in all their aaions: They conten- 
ted themſelues with a mediocritie, and as 
fo2 their ſuperfluities, they were willing 
to diſtribute them to the relieuing of o⸗ 
thers wants, + ſupplying the neceſſities 
of the nedie: but many of vs like the 
Wolfe and Uulture being of moze baſe 


and ignoble ſpirits , kepe all vnto our 


ſclues, 
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ſelues, and grudge that pwze Lazarus 
ſhould ſo much as fa de on the crummes 
that fall from our table. J ſpeake not this 
of all (fo J know many in theſe latter 
dates: as rich in god woꝛks, and it may 
be mo2e fruely ſincere in the doing of 
them, than they were in fozmer times, as 
anon by Gods grace you ſhall heare moꝛe 
at large if time will permit but J ſpeake 
this, as condemning the backwardneſſe of 
to to manie, who inded by reaſon of this 
gloꝛious manifeſtation of Chꝛiſts Goſ- 


pell, ſhould abound in theſe god wozks 


anſwerable to their holy calling. 

And here J may take iuſt occaſion to 
rep2oue two ſoꝛts of men in our land. 
Fo2 my auditoꝛie being ſomewhat gene- 
rall, J will not leuell the line of my appli- 
cation to any one particular place. The 
firſtare they that ſpend much, but when 
they ſhould not, and they are fwliſhly pꝛo⸗ 
digall: the ſecond are they that diſtribute 
nothing at all to any, and they are miſera- 
bly couetous, both of them offending a⸗ 
gainſt this doctrine of king Salomon, of 
rightly caſting cheir bread ypon the wa- 
ters. Df the firlt a the great 
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ofthis woꝛld whom the Loꝛd Hath bleſled 
with much wealth and many poſſeſſions, 
but what are the fruits of ſo great abun 
dance? the Pꝛophet Amos will tell you in 
his ſixt chapter: They ſtretch themſelues 
vpon their iuoꝛie beddes, they cate the 
lambes of the flocke, and the calues out of 
the ſkal,they ſing to the ſound of the violl, 
and inuent to themſelues inſtruments 


of muſicke, they dzinke their wine in 


bowles, and anoint themſelues with the 
chiefe ointments : but no man is ſoꝛie fo: 
the affliction of poꝛe loſeph. O how 
wonderfull hath the ſpirit of Godin this 
place, not pointed at a farre off, but euen 
toucht to the quicke,ſhal I ſay the pꝛintes 
of i ſrael, I may truly ſay many of the no- 
ble wantons, and wanton nobles of our 
age, who ſpend their whole patrimonies 
vpon their pleaſure + riotous ſenſualitie, 
neuer rememb2ing the afflictions of the 
diſtreſſed, neuer regarding the neceſſities 
of their pwꝛe bꝛethꝛen. S. Hicrom in his 
26. epiſtle, commends Pammachius a 
yong noble man, fo2 his extraoꝛdinarie 
loue vnto the pw2e,andcals him in reſpect 


thereof, pawperwm munerarium, à liberall 


rewarder 
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rewarder of the po2e: and in his 9. epiſtle 
he gane this teſtimonie of Nibridius, a 
man aduanced to great honour , q»1cq#14 
& [mperators lar gitio & honoris inf ule dede- 
rant, in tiſus pauperum conferebat: (Uhatſo- 
euer he obtained either by the Emperoꝛs 
largeſſe, oꝛ by his honoꝛs p2erogatine , he 
ſpent it in charitable vſes , towards the 
po2e: god patterns fo2 all tho e amongſt 
vs, whom the Lo2d hath raiſed to great 
place and meanes , either in Church oz 
Common wealth, to put them in minde 
that they be pawper um munerary . liberall 
rewarders ofthe poꝛe, and to caſt at the 
leaſt a part of that vnto the nerdie, which 
his Bighneſſe bountie and the honoꝛable 
places they beate vnder him, hath caſt vp- 
on them. But alas my bꝛethꝛen how few 
of themare ofNebridius and Pammachius 
minde, how few that erpoſe their talents 
euen their many talents to ſo god vſes 2 
fo2 if they doe, where are the Colledges 
they haue founded, where are the Boſpt- 
tals they haue creced :? where are the 
Scholes they haue builded ? where are 
the poꝛe ſchollers they haue maintained z 
where are the a and * 
; . 3 
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they haue releued { where are the naked 
and deſtitute they haue cloathed ? where 
are the harbourlele they haue houſed ? 
where are the ſicke and nadie they haue 
viſited 2 No, no, beloued, what they 
ſhould beſtow on theſe charitable vſes, 
mapy of them ſpendit on their pzide and 
bꝛaucrie, vpon their loſeneſſe and pꝛodi⸗ 
galitie, vpon their riot and luxurie, vpon 
their ſurfetting and gluttonie, vpon their 
pleaſure and ſenſualitie. And as Greg. 
in his Paſtorall cas. 3. part, 1. cap. obſer- 
ueth of ſuch in his time, m fame crucien- 
tur Chriſti pauperes, effuſit largitatibus nu- 
triunt biſtrrones ; inſtead of caſting their 
bread vpon the waters, and giuing to the 
pe that are pinched with famine ; they 
waſffully caſt their ſubſtance to paraſites 
and flatterers, to rymers and teſters , to 
players and tumblers, to dicers and daun- 
cers, to cutters and hackſters, to roiſters 
and ſwaggerers : they caſt that to the di⸗ 
nell and his miniſters , that they ſhould 
caſt to Chꝛiſt Jeſus and his pe mem- 
bers. When their dogges fawne vpon 
them at their table, they fade them with 
their daintieſt meat, when the 2 
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their houſes are bare , they cloath them 
with their richeſt arreſſe,nay their hoꝛſes 
and mules whereon they ride, ſaith Saint 
Chryſoſtome, are furniſhed with ſtately 
fete clothes, and coſtly trappings , em- 
boſſed with the pureſt ſiluer and fineſt 
gold. Their ſeruants attending them are 
arrated in the moſt gozgeous apparel that 
can be pꝛouided: when in the meane 
ſpace the pwze ſeruants of Chſt Jeſus, 
members of the ſame bodie, childzen of 
the ſame father, their own bꝛethꝛen, their 
owne fleth , lie hunger-ſtarned at their 
gates, and wander vp and downe naked 
in the ſtrates, and yet they will take no 
pitie and compaſſion on them. It is re- 
pozted in hiſtoꝛies, that when Charles 
the Gꝛeat made warre againſt the Sara- 
cens, that a p2ince of the Saracens came to 
intreat with him concerning the matter 
ofa truce to be had betwerne them: this 
p2ince feeding at a table nere to the king, 
did wel obſerue the oꝛder of his ſeruice, the 
go2geous attire of his ſeruants , and the 
many diſhes wherwith the table was fur- 
niſhed, whereon the king and his nobles 
and his ſeruants did _ feed. m_ 
4 


* 
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he ſaw certaine pwze men meanely ap- 

parelled,lying on the ground, and feeding 
on the reliques of the table: g demanding 
who they were, the king anſwered, that 
thoſe poꝛe men were the ſeruits of God, 
fo whoſe ſake he there daily fedde them. 
Mhereupon the Saracen angrily replied: 
What is this the Ch2iſtians religion, fo 
make moe account of the owne ſer- 
uants then of Gods ſeruants,to feed them 
that nerd not with rotall chare,+ to cloath 
them with coſtly garments; and to ſuffer 
the poꝛe to lie naked and almoſt famiſhed 
on the ground? An imputation, beloued, 


howſoener vniuſt in reſpec of religion, 


pet certainly to true in regard of the 
want of charity, oꝛ at the leaſt ofthe right 
ble of charitie in many of great place in 
theſe our daies: whoſe pꝛodigall courſe 
the moſt barbarous Saracen may iuſtiy 
condemne , in that they neglea the hun- 
grie: Er vu menſam amplam adornant qus 
mags videntur fame ad digereadum cibum, 
quam cibe ad nutriendum cor pu mdigere: 
and pꝛouide dainty fare foz them, who 
rather neede abſtinence to digeſt their 
meat, than meat to nouriſh Win 


J 
L 
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But vnto theſe and all ofthis qualitie, J 
ſaie with Iſod. 4b. 3. de ſummo bono, Mag- 
num eſt ſcelus,c4c. It is à hainous ſinne to 
put the phꝛe mans meat vpon the rich 
mans table,and to cloath the rich with the 
poze mans garment : and with S. Hic- 
rome in one of his epiſtles, pars /acriegry 
eſt rem paupernm dare non pamperub u-: it is 
no leſſe than ſacriledge to giue any thing 
vnto the wealthy , that belongeth vnto 
the nerdie: fo2 as Eliſha commanded the 
widow to powꝛe her oile not into full but 
emptie veſſels, 2. Reg. 4. 4. ſo mult the 
faithfull extend their charitable deuotion, 
not to the rich that are full , but vnto the 
poze that are emptie in reſpect of woꝛldly 
meanes : acco2ding to that of our Saui⸗ 
our ; When thou makeſt a dinner 02 ſup- 
pe, the maimed, the lame and the blind, 
Luc. 14. 13. knowing that the moiſt 
ground nerdeth not the raine , no2 the 
ſwelling Ocean the dꝛops of water, no: 
the thicke foreſt the addition of wod, 
no2 the full belly the feaſt, noz the clothed 


backe moze apparell. 
The 2, ———_ 
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king Salomons pꝛetept of rightly caſting 
their bread ypon the waters, are alt roue- 
tous and hard-hearted woꝛldlings, whole 
eies neuer giue the poꝛe any copaſſionats 
loke, whoſe eares are neuer open to their 
cx, whoſe hands are neuer ſtretched out 
to relueue them, whoſe hearts axe neuer 
moued with compaſſion towards them, 
whoſe bowels are neuer touched with a- 
ny feeling of their iniuries. They are like 
the men of Succoth and Penuel, that deny 
a mozſell of bꝛead to pe Gedeon and his 
wearie ſouldiers, ludg. 8. They axe like 
churliſh Nabal, who would not affw2d ſo 
much as a bit of bzead, oꝛ a cup of water, 
oꝛ a moꝛſell of meat to Dauids ſeruants, 
but inſterd of relieuing their netellities, 
they renile their perſons and condemns 
their cau'e. 1.Sam. 2 ;.They axe like ſpon- 
ges which with facilitie do ſucke and dzaw 
in water, but we muſt firſt wing and 
ſquerſe them if we will haue any iuice out 
of them. Do theſe couetous comozants 
doe eaſily ſucke and dzaw to themſelues 
the wealth of the wozld : but perſwade 
them once to diſtribute wnto the pos, 
and then you muſt wzing 93 
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PT clark e mary Hercult exterque as, aut a- 
quam e pumice haurias, quan ab ills terun- 
cum el1c144,2s one ſpeaketh; Soner may 
a man wꝛeſt Hercules his club out of his 
hand, ſoner may a man dꝛaw water out 
of the die pumice, nay ſoner may a man 
plucke their very eies out of then heads, 
then get one pente of ſiluer from them to 
qiue to the poze. Let poꝛe Lazarus come 
to their gates , and the dogs will be moꝛe 
tompaſſionate towards hun then theſe 
men. Let a man begge of Jewes and 
Pagans, Turkes and Jnfide!s, and he 
ſhall finde mo2e reltefe from them, then 
from theſe . Auguſtus Cæſar a heathen 
Cmperour , thought that day to bee loſt 
wherein he did not benefit ſome pwꝛe per- 
ſon, and with money releue him from pe- 
nurie: But thele thinke the day loft, their 
mony loſt, nay almoſt their life loft, wher- 
— caſt the leaſt quantitie of theit 
their pode bzeth2en. ev ey75i- 
— Sm mw 549, ſaith dux Loꝛd and Sa- 
uiour, J haue great compaſſion enen 
from my verie bowels , as the wo2d ſig⸗ 
nifieth, on the multitude, becauſe = 
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haue now continued with me th: dates; 
and haue nothing to eate, Marc. 8. 2. But 
theſe are ſo farre from the ſympatht- 
zing with their bꝛethꝛen in their want, 
that they are nothing touched o2 affeaed 
though they want their ozvinarre ſuſte⸗ 
nance many yerres; thepare cruell, mer- 
cileſſe,vnnaturall,murderers of their bꝛe⸗ 
then, hoc eſt enim hominem occedere vite ei 
[ubſic41 denegare (aith S. Ambroſe vpon the 
Pſalmes,fo2 they do as much as in them li⸗ 
eth kill men when they deny them their 
fed x daily ſuſtenance. They are the vert- 
eſt foles of ten thouſand, ſaith Bonaven- 
ture, qui minus Des amore quam denarins re- 
putaut that moꝛe eſteeme their gods than 
their God, their peny than the poze, their 
bꝛuit beaſt than their Chaſhan bother. 
We read in the boks of Kings, that 
when there was a great famine in Sama- 
ria, Ahab ſaid to Obediah, Gonernour ot 
his houſe, goe vnto the land, vnto all the 
fountaines of water, and to all the riuers, 
if ſo be we may find graſſe to ſane the ho;- 
ſes and mules aliue, leſt we depꝛiue the 
land of the beaſts, 1. Reg. 18.9. Marke 
beſech vou beloned , how carefull — 
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was fo2 the pzeſeruation of his hozſes and 
mules in the time of famine : but fo2 the 
o2phancs and widowes, foz the poze and 
afflicted people of the land, he taketh no 
thought at all. And J would to God there 
were not to many ſuch Ahabs now a 
dates in the world, % cambur & equi 
plnſquam fratrum neceſſitati proſpiciunt, ag A 
learned father ſpeaketh of the: T hat mo2e 
regard the pꝛeſecuation of their beaſts 
than of their bꝛethꝛen, that take moze 
care foz their wozldly and tranſitoꝛy com- 
modities, than fo2 the he alth and welfare 
of many Chꝛiſtians, that gape after their 
gaine like grady do gges that neuer haue 
enough, EI. 56. 11. neuerregarding the 
burdens of Iſrael, neuer remembꝛing the 
afflictions of poꝛe loſeph. Such were the 
bowels of compaſſion in holy lob, that her 
made another mans affliction to bee his 
own, he wept with him that was in trou- 
ble, and his ſoule was in heauineſſe fo2 
the pwze, lob 30. 2c. but they are ſo far 
from this charitable commiſeration, that 
when the pe come to craue their de⸗ 
notion, their onely almes are euill 
wozds , their onely charitie is — 
an 
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and contumely , inſtead of a moꝛſell bf 
b:ead and a'ſmall pece of ſiluer which 
they ſhould caſt, they caſt; ſaith S. Chry- 
ſoltome,many termes of diſcouragement, 
and many titles of diſgrace , and many 
tokens of their hardned hearts. As lobs 
friends, thoſe miſerable cofo2ters, rafled 
on him, and accuſed him of impiette, f 
wee Parnum quidem quo vulyera ſua munda- 
ret ei porrexerunt . But among all their 
vncharitable tauntings, none did ſo much 
as affo2d him a cloth to wipe and clenſe 
his wounds: So doe theſe, wall J ſaie 
friends, nay rather enemies of the po2e, 
miſerable comfoꝛters inderd, raile at + re- 
uile their diſtreſſed bꝛethꝛen, they ſcomne 
them as the monſters of men, and the 
molt abiec creatures of the earth, but at 
laſt they releue them not, they refreſh 
them not, they ſend them away with 
emptie bellies and naked backes , to the 
weakning of their diftrefſed bodies, and 
wounding of their afflicred foules. 

Pea but me thinks J heare the woꝛld⸗ 
lings apologie. If I caſt my bread vpon 
theſe waters, I feare J ſhall my ſelſe want 
befoze J die. O bat hearken what — 
0 1 » 


oe... = on — 
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ſaith , Jhaue bane yang, and now am 
old, yet did J neuer ſ& the righteous fo2- 
ſaken, no2 his ſad begging their bead, 
Plal.37.2 5. Non memum me audiſſe ant vi- 
diſſe mala morte mortu um qui opera miſcri- 
cordie ſubenter exercuit : (aith S. Ambroſe 
in his Office: : I neuer remember that J 
ſaw, oꝛ heard of any man, that euer died 
miſerabl v, that charefully perſoꝛmed the 
wozks of mercy. And the Lozd ſoz thy 
A will neuer fo:ſake ther. Vea but, haue 
childꝛen to care ſoꝛ, and how ſhall J then 
caſt my bread vpon theſe waters? O but 
S. Chry ſoſtome anſwereth this in his 68. 

Hm. ad populum Autioc hemum. Abraham 
had childꝛen, and yet he went fw2th into 
the waies to receaue ſtrangers to lodg- 
ing: So had the widow of Sarepta, and 
pet it hindzed not her charitie to the p20- 
phet. Yam bates ſilium, ſatth S. Auguſtine, 

Chriſtum putes alterum ; duorbabes, Chrs. 
ſtuns puter tertiumʒ decem babes, vndecimuns 
Chriſbum facias : Haſt thou one ſonne, yet 
let Chꝛiſt Jeſus be an other: haſt thou 
two ſonnes, yet let Chꝛiſt Jeſus be the 
third: haſt thou tenne ſonnes , te 
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Chꝛiſt Jeſus be the eleuenth: giue ol thy 
loue a poꝛtion of thine mheritance vnto 
him, who ol his mertie hath giuen al vnto 
ther. And if thou wilt reſpea thy childe, 
neglect thy Chꝛiſt, then feare this wdge- 
ment from the Loꝛd, either to leaue be⸗ 
hinde ther no childe at all, oꝛ none to beate 
thy name, oꝛ if thou haue any, peraduen⸗ 
ture they will pzoue ſuch , as ſhall as pꝛo⸗ 
digally ſcatter abꝛoad, as thou haſt cone- 

touſly, miſerably, and inturiouſty ſcraped 
and gotten together thy tranſitoꝛie pelfe. 
Yea but though J now Hold faſt , pet at 
my death J purpoſe largely 4 liberally to 
caſt my bread vpon theſe waters. O but 
remember what S. Chry ſoſtomes opinion 
is of ſuch an one in his 18. Hom. vpon the 
Epheſians, where making mention of a 
touetous churle that would neuer giue as 
ny thing in his life time, one ly at his 
death he was content to leaue ſomething 
to be diſtributed vnto the poꝛe; her thus 
ſpeaketh of him, Vos iam dat ex tus, ſed 
ex ipſa neceſſirate, morti eff gratia non tub: 

it was neceſſitie , and not charitie that 
p2ocured from thee thy almes, a man may 
thanke death and not thee fo: this deuo⸗ 
tion. 
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tion. Pea but I haue but a little, and how 
ſhould J then caſt my bread ypon the wa- 
ters? O but temember the widowes mite 
was but a little, and yet it was commen- 
ded aboue greater gifts , Mark. 12. 43. A 
cup of cold water is but a ſmall thing, and 
vet it ſhall not be vnrewarded, Matth. 10. 
42. Magnundo eleemoſyne non ex multitudi- 
ne pecumarum, ſed ex alacritate dantums in- 
dicatur, ſaith S. Hierome on the fift chap- 
ter ot Amos: The grea e of our cha- 
ritie is not eſtamed acco: ding to the mul- 
titude ot our gifts, but to the alacxitie of 
the giuer. Hentem deus miſericordem re- 
quirit , non pecunie quantitatem , ſdith S. 
Chry ſoſtome, God moze reſpects a mer- 
cifull minde, than a maſſe of money. Coro- 
nat Dens intus bonitatem, vbi non inwenit fa- 
cultatem, (agth S. Auguſtine : yea our God 
crowneth a willing nunde here he finds 
not abilitie . And thereloꝛe if thou haue 
but a little, be not afraid to giue a little, 
Tob. 4. S. and it thou art not able by rea- 
ſon of thy eſtate, to giue any thing at all, 
yet at the leaſt put on the bowels ofmer- 
tie, as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Coloſ. 3.12 
and ſay with Peter, aurum c argentum non 
D habeo, 
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habeo, Siluer and gold haue J none, but 
ſuch as J haue J giue vnto thee, Act. 3.6. 
Giue thy beſt counſell and aduite, if thou 
canft giue nothing elſe, Sem loquere vt 
verbs tunes qui opere nom potes : giue tomfoꝛ⸗ 
table woꝛds if thou canſt not pertoꝛme 
charitable dxds. Yea but J ſuſpea him to 
be a lewd · liuer, + why ſhould J then caſt 
my bread vpon ſuch water? O but cha⸗ 
ritie is not ſuſpitious, i non que- 
rentes cui ſed qu ere, (aith S. Hierome in 
one of his Epiſtles : Gine not, regarding 
the perſon what he is, but the cauſe why 
thou giueſt. L aertius in his 3.6. and 1.cap. 
repoꝛteth, that when one rep2oued a phi⸗ 
loſopher fo2 giuing his almes to a vitious 
perion, he anſwered, Delli non homini ma- 
lo ſed humane ſorti: J pitied him as a man, 
not as an euill man. And ſo mult thou do, 
ſaith S. Auguſtine, E. peccator i qui peut, 
d. non tanquam peccatori: quod homo, opus dei 
eſt ; qrod peccator, opus hominis eſt; da operi 
Dei, nols operi hominis. Af anotozious ſin⸗ 
ner craue thine almes, giue him as her is 
the wozke of God, a man indued with a 
reaſonable ſoule, and made after the ſimi⸗ 
litude and likeneſſe of God; not as he is 
the 
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the wozke of man, a moſt wicked and ſin⸗ 
full creature. And ſo was it with him in 
Gregory, vn quia peccator,ſed quia homo: J 
gaue hun my beneuolente, not becauſe J 
ſuſpected him to be a ſinner, but becauſe J 
knew him to be a man, one of mine owne 
nature and condition; hwmanum et huma- 
nis caſibus inge miſcere : and if thou wilt not 
giue him fo2 the lone thou beareſt to man, 
yet giue him foz the loue thou oweſt to 
God. Such was the loue of Dauid to Io- 
nathan, that he ſaid to his ſonne Mephibo- 
ſherh, euen halting x lame Mephiboſheth, 
Feare not, fo2 thou ſhalt eate meat at my 
table continually,x J will hew the kind⸗ 
neſſe foz lonathan thy fathers ſake, 2. Sam. 
9.7. So ſuch ſhould our loue be to almigh⸗ 
tie God, that we ſhould not ſcoꝛne to feed 
his pwze members at our table, t to ſhew 
them all the kindneſſe we may : if not foz 
their owne ſake , yet fa the Loꝛds ſake 
their and our heauenly father, euer think⸗ 
ing on that of S. Iohn, Whoſoener hath 
this woꝛlds god, and ſth his bꝛother 
haue nerd, and ſhutteth vp his compaſſion 
A 1 = dwelleth the loue of God 
in him: 2. Ioh. 3.17. 

D Unhere- 
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Wherefoze O man, il either the neceſ- 
ſitie of the ncedie may conſtraine the, o2 


*the bowels of charitie perſwade ther, 02 


the ſhame ofthe woꝛld infoꝛte thee, oꝛ the 
rules of humanitie allure the, oz the 
feare of thy God compell the ,o2 the loue 
of thy bꝛother intreat ther, giue at the laſt 
thine almes vnto the pwze, caſt thy bread 
vpon the waters. Remember that feare- 
full ſentence of this wiſe Salomon in an 
other boke ; Yee that ſtoppeth his eare at 
the crying of the poze , he ſhall one day 
ric and not be heard, Prou. 21. 13. Re- 
member that ſaying of a learned Father, 
Fruſtra mamus ad Deum expandit qui has ad 
pauperes non extendit : Jn vaine he ſtretth⸗ 
eth out his hands in pꝛaier vnto God, that 
doth not exertiſe his hands in pitie vn- 
to the phie. Remember that thou art 
Gods mimſter, as Origen ſpeaketh, to 
diſtribute a poztion to thy fellow ſer- 
uants: «wry ze o:oriu@ ii xgu » Sanimys wy 
&r7wr. Do not then like Iudas in carrying 
of the bagge couſen the paze ; do not ap⸗ 
pꝛopꝛiate that to thy ſelfe , that belong- 
eth to others: e nen ſunt tua: ſaith S. 
Hicrome in his 8. epiſtle ad Demerriadem: 
thoſe 
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thoſe gods which thou calleſt thine, are 
none of thine : It is the bꝛead of the hun- 
grie which thou doeſt detame, it is the 
coate of the naked which thou lockeſt in 
thy ward2ope ; the ſhoes of the barefote 
which lie dying in thy houſe, and the 
gold that ſhould relieue the poze , that 
lies cankering in thy coffers,as Baſil ſpea⸗ 
keth. Laſtly remember this and remem⸗ 
ber all, it is the ſaying of Gregorie in one 
of his Hom. and wozthy to be remem⸗ 
bꝛed of enery faithfull Chꝛiſtian: Q=0d 
racenti in terra porrigitis, ſedents in ca lo da- 
ta: hat thou giueſt vato the poze ly⸗ 
ing on the ground, thou gueſt to Chuſt 
Jeſus ſitting in heauen : What the pw2s 
beggeth of th,Chult beggeth of ther / it is 
Chult that aſketh thy houſe to lodge hum; 
it is Chaiſt that craueth thy garment to 
couer him; it is Ch2ilt that deſireth thy 
bꝛead to feed him; it is Chult that intrea⸗ 
teth thy danke to refreſh him. And there- 
foe as Chꝛiſt ſaid to the woman of Sama- 
riaz It thou kneweſt who it is that ſaith, 
vnto thee giue me dꝛinke, thou wouldeſt 
haue aſked of him, and he would haue gi⸗ 
uen to thee the water of life, Ioh. 4. 10. 0 
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diddeſt thou conſider that when the paze 
craueth, it is Chꝛiſt that craueth thy cha- 
ritable benenolence, and when thou caſt- 
eſt thy bread vpon the waters, thou caſteſt 
it vpon Chaift Jeſus, thou wouldeſt not 
onely giue vnto him of thy tranſitoꝛie 
treaſure , but intreat of hun a greater 
almes, euen the water of enerlaſhng life, 
and after many daics thou ſhouldeſt be 
ſure to finde it. And ſo J come to my 
ſecond generall part, to wit, the reward 
here pꝛopoſed, noted in the lat woꝛds; 
For after many daies thou ſhalt finde it. 


Pars ſecunda. 


Or after many daics thou ſhale find it. 

Although it might ſame ſufficient 
which the holy Ghoſt by king Salomon 
had ſet downe in the firſt woꝛds of my 
text, toperſwade vs to a Chꝛſtian com- 
miſeration of the poze , fo: the will of a 
maſter is a ſufficient reaſon vnto his ſer- | 
nants , and the god pleaſure of a king 
vnto his ſubiecs, and 47+ , he ſpake 
ſcholers of that Philoſopher to — | 
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the trueth, and follow the pꝛeſcription of 
his pꝛecepts: yet the bleſſed ſpirit of 
God conſidering the dulneſle of fleſh and 
bloud in any thing that might concerne 
their inſtruction in the way of godlineſſe, 
and well waying how the nature ofman 
is euer ſtirred vp by rewards, the rather 
to allure vs to this ho lie dutie, pꝛopoſeth 
the pꝛomiſe of a reward to be receaued 
vpon the perfozmance of this p2ecept : 
For after many daies thou ſhalt find it. 
Wherein he frameth this argument, 44 
vr, a molt foꝛcible argument of all os 
ther to fleſh and bloud : Zhinke not much 
to caſt your bread vpon the water; to di⸗ 
ſtribute your almes vnto the poꝛe, yea to 
loſe your money fo2 pour neighbours 
ſake , fo: by this loſe commeth great 
gaine, fo2 this, after many daies you ſhall 
find many tempozal bleſſings in this life, 
and eternall gloꝛie in the life to come: fo2 
ſo the whole current of Interpꝛeters er- 
pound theſe laſt woꝛds of my text. And 
here my bꝛethꝛen as the carkaſe of Ama- 
ſah lying in the midff of the way cauſed 
the people to ſtand ſkill, 2. Sam. 20. 12. 
Do me thinkes in the verie entrance of 
D 4 this 
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this ſecond part , there ariſcth a ſcruple 
to ſtate my paſſage,and hinder my courſe, 
which when we ſhal remoue,we may the 
better pzocced and goe fo2ward in the 
ſame. Fo2 whereas the ſpirit of God by 
Salomon doth heere implicite ſet downe 
a tempoꝛall and eternall reward to all 
them that are plentifull in their charita- 
ble dads towards the po2e : hareupon 
the aduerſaries of the trueth miſinterpꝛe⸗ 
ting the place, doe pꝛeſently conclude, 
that theſe woꝛks ofmercie did merit and 
deſerue this reward at the hand of Al- 
mightie God. Lhe vamty of which con- 
ceit , ſhall God willing plamly appare 
bnto you , if you will vouchſafe herein 
A little to affo2d mee your Chaiſtian pa- 
tience and accuſtomed attention. And it 
there be any hare pꝛe ent, that haue beene 
ſeduced to fauour the doctrine of popiſh 
merits, and are not pet fully ſatiſfied 
and ſetled in the trueth , let mee deſire 
them in the bowels of Chꝛiſt Jeſus (vn- 
leſle they will obſtinately continue in er- 
rour) to late aſide all pꝛeiuditcate con- 
teits, either of my perſon 03 of this 
W. 
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how in this one point , by the diſciples 
of Antichziſt, our Church hath bane 
wꝛonged, theſe weake ones abuſed , the 
Scriptures peruerted, and the faithrull 
generally fcandaltzed. For after manic 
daies they ſhall find it. 

A tempo ꝛall and eternall reward, ſaie 
they, is hare pꝛomiſed to hun that calt 
eth his bread vpon che waters, that giueth 
his almes vnto the poꝛe, ere this cha- 
ritable almes merited this reward. And 
the Rhemr/ts in their annotations vpon 
Rom. 2. ſect. 2. affirme that Chnſttans 
nod woꝛks are mento2rous, and the cau- 
ſes of ſaluation:and vpon 1. Cor. 3. ect. 2. 
men by their god woꝛks deſerue heauen: 
# Bellarnune their great champion in his 
4. lb. z. cap. de bonis oper1bus is of opinion, 
that god woꝛks, and namely almes derds, 
(whereof Salomon here eſpecially ſpeak⸗ 
eth) doe merit eternall lite, not onely ex 
congruo, by a kinde of tongruitie, which 
ſome ofthe @cholemen allow, but alſo x 
codigno,of candigmitie,oz woꝛthines in the 
higheſt degree, which many of the ſchole- 
men doe dente. The reaſon of this their 
allertion they fetch from that place, Luc. 
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10.7. The labouror is woꝛth of his wa- 
ges but the faithful are labozers,and eter- 
nall life is their wages pꝛomiſed, Marth. 
20, 8. ergo the faithfull are woꝛthy of, 
t by their woꝛks doe merit eternall life. 
But marke, J beſcch you bꝛethꝛen, how 
like the ancient heretikes, our Roma- 
nilts by their curſed gloſſes corupt this 
Scripture, and violently w2elt it from its 
true meaning: fo2 whereas our Sauiour 
there ſaieth; The labourer is wozthy of 
his hire, he doth not by hire 02 wages vn- 
derſtand the kingdome ofheauen oꝛ eter- 
the circumſtances of the text domanifeſt- 
ly declare it. Foꝛ Chꝛiſt Jeſus there ſend- 
ing his diſciples to pꝛeach the Goſpell, 
biddes them carrie no bagge noꝛ ſcrip, noz 
ſhoes with them : but into what houſe ſo- 
euer they did enter , they ſhould tarrie 
there, eating and dunking ſuch things as 
were ſet befoze them: fo2 the labourer, 
ſaith he, is wo2thie of his hire. Bis mea- 
ning there is nothing elſe but as Sainc 
Paul ſpeaketh, 1. Corint. 9. that his diſci- 
ples pꝛeaching the Goſpell , ſhould line 
of the Goſpell, and ſowing ſpirituall 
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things vnto the people, ſhould be rewar- 
ded with their cozpozall reliefe . Againe, 
ſuppoſe that wages 02 hire did ſigniſie e⸗ 
ternall life, as out of Mart. 20.they pzwne, 
pet ſhall we thinke by our god derds to 
demerit the ſame 2? ſeeing in that very 
chap. you ſhall finde, that they who were 
called at the laſt houre, had as large a re- 
ward as they that came at the firſt: which 
had neuer beene if merit had bane re- 
ſpected : and therefoze as Saint Ambroſe 
ſaith in his . 1. cap. 3. de vocat. gentium: 
Cum hi qui in multo labore ſudaunt ſcting 
they which were in all the labour recea⸗ 
ued no moꝛe than the laſt, inrelygant do- 
num /e gratie, non operum accepiſſe merce- 
dem let them vnderſtand they receaued 
a gift of Gods grace , and had nothing in 
them to merit this reward of their wozks. 
Pea but in the Reuclation the woꝛds 

are moꝛe plaine, and the ſpirit there pꝛo⸗ 
nounceth them woꝛthy, Reuel. 3.4. Thou 
haſt a few names yet in Sardi, which 
haue not defiled their garments, and they 
ſhall walke with me in white foz they are 
wozthie- But how beloued ? no» A, 
fed xn n, they are not abſolutely 2 
* 
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thy, but reſpectiuely in copariſonof thoſe 
wicked ones in Sardi, that had conſented 
to idolaters, and polluted their conſcien- 
ces with euill, and were altogether pꝛo 
fane. Do doth S. Ambroſe expound it 
wziting on the 2. Timoch. 1. tm ad 
exterorum comparationem digns ſunt , quan- 
tum ad rem ipſam onnes indigm: in reſpect 
ol others they are woꝛthy, but in regard 
ok the thing itſelfe, they are all vnwoꝛ⸗ 
thie. Oꝛ elſe they are wo2thy not ſimply 
of themſelues, but becauſe God did ſo ac- 
cept them in Chaiſt Jeſus, Von ex operi- 
bus ſed pura gratis: as a god waiter will 
haue it: Not by the merit of theu wozks, 
but by the imputation of Ch:iſts wozthi- 
neſſe , not becauſe they are clenſed by 
their almes , but becauſe their robes are 
made white in the bloud of the Lambe, 
Reuel.7.14. 

Pea but that place, Matrh.2.4. cannot 
be anſwered: Receaue the kingdome p2e- 
pared fo2 you from the beginning of the 
woꝛld, fo2 I was hungrie and ve fed me, 
naked and pre clothed me, fc, ergo, almes 
derdes are the efficient cauſes of euerlaſt- 

ing life, + the caſting our bread vpon the 
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waters, ſhall merit heauen foz vs. Inderd 
my bꝛethꝛen this is the Scripture they 
molt pꝛeſſe: but if you will a little conſi⸗ 
der this place with me, J doubt not, but 
as that £gypoan was flaine with a 
ſpeare taken out of his owne hands, 2. 
Sam. 23. 21. Oo our adnerſaries ſhall bee 
confuted eut of theſe woꝛds , which they 
alledge fo2 the defence of their own cauſe. 
Foz ifwe loke into the text, we ſhall find 
that this kindgome was pꝛepared foz 
them from the beginning of the wozld. 
Whence we may frame againſt them 
this argument : If this kingdome were 
pꝛouided fo2 the farthfuill befoze they had 
done any almes derdes at all, then did 
not the faithfall by their almes derdes 
as by pꝛetedent cauſes ment oꝛ deſerue 
the ſame: But this kingdome was p20- 
uided fo2 the faithfull befoze they had 
done any almes derds at all, euen befoze 
the foundation of the wozld was laid : 
ergo, the faithfull did not by their almes 
deed merit oz deſerue the ſame. 

Againe, our wozks are ſaid to be meri- 
tozious, when we doe them of our owne 
free will and pleaſure,and not © 

3 


— — — ———— — — — ———— 


60 The Poore-mans Preacher. 
fo: when we doe that which we ars 
bound to doe, we doe no moꝛze but our du- 
tie. But behold, beloued , and conſider 
what the Apoſtle ſaith, Ne are his wozk-s 
manſhip, created in Chꝛiſt Jeſus, to god 
woꝛkes, which God hath ozdained wee 
ſhould walke in them, Eph. 2. o. and the 
particular god wozks ofalmes deedes are 
in my text and in many other places of 
holy ſcripture required of vs. We are not 
left to our owne fr will and pleaſure 
whether we will doe them 02 no, but as 
Saint Paul ſaith of himſelſe concerning 
the pꝛeaching of the Goſpell, Nereſſitie is 
laid vpon me, and woe be vnto me if A 
pꝛeach not the Goſpell, 1. Cor-9.18. Ho 
map all Chaſtians ſay of themſelues in 
this behalfe, there is a netellitie laid vpon 
vs to relieue the poꝛe, to caſt our bread 
vpon the waters, and woe be vnto vs il 
we doe it not. And ſhall we then make 
our alines mexitoꝛious, when neceſſitie 
requireth that at our hand: Did the ma- 
ſter thanke his ſeruant becauſe he did 
that which was commanded him 2? Luc. 
17.9. and doe we thinke that when we 
haue done all that is commanded 1 
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ſhall be in any better ranke then vnp2ofi- 
table ſeruants ? 02 doe we loke the Loꝛd 
ſhould thanke vs, oz that he ſhould bes 
ſtow the kingdome of heauen on vs foz 
the woꝛthineſſe thereof ? 
Laſtly,betwerne the wozke and the re- 
ward there ſhould be an equall pꝛopoꝛti⸗ 
on, otherwiſe it cannot be ſaid to merit: 
fo: if the reward be mo2e than the wozks, 
it is not a reward of deſert, but a aift of 
god will. Whence it is manifeſt, that our 
beſt almes can neuer merit this kingdome 
ofheauen, becauſe none of them can equal 
it. What is a cup ofcold water to eternall 
lie? what is a moꝛſell of bzead to a crown 
ofglo2y? what is a ſmall mite to the king- 
dome of heauen? Nay what are our beſt 
wozks to ſuch an immoztall reward ? All 
the afflictions of this liſe are not woꝛthie 
of that glo2y that ſhall be ſhewed vnto vs, 
Rom.8.18. Qgid poſſumus dignum facere . 
premys cœleſtibus, ſaith S. Ambroſe in his 
20. (erm, in Pſal. 1 19. what can we doe to 
deſerue heauen: Beate vita nullus poteſt 
aquari labor, nulla operatio, poſſiones nullæ, 
ſaith Gregory in Pſal. 142. to bleſſed life 
no labour, wozke , oz ſuffering can bee 
equall, 
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equall, © «id ſunt merita noſira ad tantans 
gloriam ; ſaith S. Bernard in his 1. ſerm. De 
Annantiatione. TUhat are all our merits, 
euen our beſt merits in compariſon of ſo 
great gloꝛie? To theſe J might adde the 
teſtimonies of S. Chryſoſtome, S. Baſil, 
S. Hierome, S. Auguſtine, and the reſt of 
the antient fathers of the Church, who in 
many places oftheir woꝛks being rightly 
vnderſtod doe beat downe this monſter 
of popiſh merits, to the ſhame of our fugi⸗ 
tiue countrimcn, who arc not aſhamed to 
publiſh to the wo2ld, that all the Fathers, 
Councels, Reaſons, Scriptures, are in 
this point fo2 than,+ againft vs. Where- 
as you ſe the contrary hath baneinpart, 
and might be in the whole p2oned, if time 
would permit. and the woꝛd of God here- 
in is ſo oppoſite vnto them, that J mar- 
uelll not it that godly marty2 was ſo tho⸗ 
rowly perſwaded of this tructh, that hea 
ſaid vnto his enumes : Ve that can ſhew 
me in any Scripture that our almes deeds 
oꝛ beſt woꝛks doe merit heauen; fo? the 
firſt Scripture, J will without any fur- 
ther iudgement loſe both mine cares, fo2 
the ſecond my tong, foz the third my 
necke 
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necke, as in our Aas and Ponuments it 
is repo2ted of him. 

Thus pou ſu right Yonozable, rc.) the 
Babel of ſelfe iuſti ying merits, whereby 
our aduecaries pecſwade the elues they 
aſcend vp into the higheſt heauens, is at 
the laſt fallen downe , becauſe it is built 
vpon the ſands of mans muention, and 
not on the true rocke Chuſt Jeſus: 6: 
enim Chriſtus non eſt fundamentum , nullum 
eſt bowi operis e<dificuum , (aith Gregorie: 
Where Chz:ift is not laid as the coner 
ſfone fo2 a god foundation, there will bee 
no place to erect the building of god 
wozks. I ſpeake not this, no2 any thing 
in this argument, to withd2zaw men from 
doing god, 02 to diſcourage them in their 
charitable deuotions, as our aduer{aries 
in their bokes moſt falſiy accuſe vs, moſt 
vncharitablie lander vs, and moſt iniuri- 
ouſly traduce vs. Foꝛ wor both allow of 
god wo2ks, and pꝛeach god wozks,dat- 
ly call vpon our hearers as true pꝛofeſſoꝛs 
to manifeſt their faith by theſe fruits , as 
this place this day , and many other pla- 
tes in this citie almoſt enery day can ſuf- 
Kciently witneſſe. Nav, we confelſe a ne⸗ 
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ceſſarie vſe of god woꝛks, by them we ſet 
fo:th Gods gloꝛp, Matt. 5.1 6.by them our 
faith is made knowen fo2 the god exam- 
ple ofothers,lac.2.18.by them our conſci- 
ences are quieted, and our eleaion daily 
made ſure vnto vs, 2. Pet. 1 10. Vea wee 
attribute ſo much vnto them, that ſome of 
our Church haue publiſhed whole Trea- 
tiſes that god wozks are neceſlarie vnto 
ſaluation. What can they ſay moze than 
we doe in the behalte of god wozks , vn- 
leſſe they will foꝛſake the trueth 2 And pet 
ſx the malice oftheſe men; notwithſtan- 
ding we thus ſpeake,and we thus wate ; 
they are not aſhamed to ſay,that our Goſ- 
pell is a Goſpell of libertie, epicuriſme, 
and ſenſualitie;that we haue lacked mens 
chariftte,and quenched their deuotion, that 
we condeinne god works as vncleane, 
ſinfull, and hypotriticall; that we plucke 
them vp as werdes by the rats, and caſt 
them foꝛth of the does as childzen of 
the bond woman, not woꝛthie to inhe- 
rite with the free bozne ; that we pꝛeach 
nothing but /o/a fides. ſola fiderz and wher- 
a3 their bona epera haue built many gods 
tte Colledges and 2 and Yoſpi- 
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tals,our /o/z fide: hath pluckt them downe 
againe. 

Beloued in our Loꝛd and Samonr, ta 
remoue this falſe unputation:what our 9- 
pinion of god wo2ks is, vou haue already 
beard, what our pꝛaaiſe in god wozks is, 
let the woꝛld iudge. Inderd in the tune af 
Poperie the ſly people were taught, that 
if they would doe ſuch a god woꝛke they 
ſheuld thereby merit heauen , and God 
were vniuſt if he did not mae it chem. 
And if they would doe ſuch a god woꝛke, 
they ſhould receaue pardon not onely fo2 
their owne ſinnes, but alſo fo2 the ſinnes 
of their poſteritie to many generations. 
Nomaruell then being thus deluded by 
iugling friers ik in thoſe dates they did 
plentifully caſt their bread vpon the wa- 
ters, if they did abound in diſtributing to 
the poze. Fo2 what will not a man giue 
to purchaſe heauen, and to ſaue his owne 
ſoule ? and JA confeſſe, that we liue in the 
dotage of the woꝛld, wherein our Daut- 
our hath told vs; Charttie ſhall ware cold, 
and the hearts of many ſhall de hardned 
from doing god. Pet fo2 all this I dare 
vndertake that foz this laſt age, and in the 
© 2 remem- 
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rememb2ance of ſome yet liuing ſince the 
cleere ſunſhine of the Goſpel hath enlight- 
ned the Hemi phere of our Church, there 
haue bene moꝛe Colledges founded, moꝛe 
Vo pitals erected , moꝛe Schales buil- 
ded, mo2e pore Schollers maintained, 
mo2e D2phanes and impotent relecued, 
moze charitable derdes ererciſed, gens- 
rally in our land, particularly in this fa- 
mous citie, euer renowned foꝛ her god 
wozks, I dare be bold to ſay,than in any, 
I thinke J may truely ſay , than in many 
ages vnder poperte and ſuperſtition. Vet 
God fozbid we ſhould thinke that they 
who haue moſterceiled in thoſe holy du⸗ 
ties, did hareby merit heauen: Fo2 eter⸗ 
nall lite is the gift o God, Rom. 6. 23. and 
pr are iuſtiſied freely by grate, Rom.3. 24. 
Grate per Gratiam. gratia autem un lo modo 
eſt gratia ,n:fi omni modo ſit grat ita. As het 
ſpeaketh; And by grace pte are ſaued 
thꝛough faith: not of your ſelues, it is the 
gift of God: not ot woꝛks, leſt any man 
fhould boaſt.Epheſ. 2. S. . I confefſe here 
in my tert is a reward pꝛopoſed to our 
almes du des, that if we caſt our bread vp 
on the Waters, after manic daies we _ 
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be ſure to finde it: but reward is as well 
of fauour as of debt, Rom 4.4. and if God 
in pꝛomiſing this reward be a debter vnto 
vs, it is but in that ſenſe as S. Aug vpon 
the 8 3. Plal. ſpeaketh, Debirorens ip/e ſe do- 
mi nus fecrt non acc ipiendo, ſea promittendo: 
non ei dicitur, redde quod accepiſts, ſed redde 
qvod promiſiſti: God hath made himſelfe a 
debto2 vnto vs by pzomiſing , not by re⸗ 
ceauingany thing at our hands to deſerue 
the ſame. Yurcgnid autem promiſit, ind. g nis 
promuſit , vt non quaſi operibu merces pro- 
mitteretar, ſed gratua gratis daretur:as the 
ſame Father ſpeaketh : And whatſceuer 
God hath pzonnſed, her pꝛomiſed vnto 
thoſe that were vnwo thy , that it ſhould 
not be pꝛomi ed as a reward vnto wozks, 
but as grace froly giuen. 

Mhereſoꝛe to conclude this point, ſet⸗ 
ing the Loꝛd hath pꝛomiſed euerlaſting⸗ 
ly to reward all them that caſt their bread 
vpon the waters, not fo2 the merit of their 
wozke, but fo: his owne free fauour and 
mercie, drſcamu de noſtrus diſſidere me. 
#11 Let vs hencefwzth learne to diſtruſt 
our owne merits: querant ali meritum, not 
gratiam inuenire ſludeamm : Let others, 

E 3 (ſuch 
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(ſuch as all popiſh fauoꝛits are) ſake after 
heauen by theſe meanes ; but let vs laboz 
to finde grace , ſaying with $. Bernard, 
Meru um meum miſeratio domins , my mes 
rit is the Loꝛds mercie : and with S. 
Augaſtine, S. miſericordie doming multe, 
multus ego in merits; If God be rich in 
mercy, I ſhall ſurely abound in ments. 
Thus if. we conceaue humbly of our 
folues, God will eſtzme highly of vs; £ if 
with a lowly mind, we do god to others 
foꝛ Gods ſake , God will with a liberall 
hand doe god vnto vs fo2 his mercies 
(ake : and if we will caſt our bread vpon 
the waters, not thinking of any merit 
in ſo mall awozke ,'God will caſt euer- 
laſting ioies vpon our ſoules,not reſpect- 
ing our many wants. And ſo paſling from 
this controuerſie, J come at laſt to the par 
tieulars of the rewards here pꝛopoſed: For 
afrer many daies thou ſhalt finde it. 
» Wherin two things offer themſelues to 
our conſideration; firft;the time when this 
reward ſhall be receaued, in theſe wo2ds, 
for after many dares, @econdly,the reward 
4«t(elſem the laſt wo2ds, thou ſhalt find it. 
For aſter many daics.] Some read the 
0 woꝛds 
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words, i mull it adine werum,m the multi⸗ 
tude of daies thou ſhalt finde it: as if her 
ſaid, S. in pauperet liberalu fucris, deus ite 
tuæ dies producet : If thou wilt be liberall 
towards the poꝛe, God will p:olong the 
daies of thy life. A true interp2etation, 
fo2 J doubt not but God doth many times 
bleſſe them with long life and many 
yeres, that loke vpon his poꝛe members 

with mercifull and compaſſionate eies. 
Others, and thoſe in number ma- 
nie, and in iudgement moſt authenticall, 
doe thus read the wo2ds ; Poſt dies multot, 
after many daics thou ſhalt finde it: there- 
by giuing vs to vnderſtand, that howſo- 
euer God in his wiſedome deſerreth the 
remuneration of our Chꝛiſtian charitie, 
vet certainly he hath a reward in ſtoꝛe fo: 
vs, which at the laſt we ſhall aſſuredly re- 
ceaue. And this J take to be the natucall 
and p2oper ſenſe of king Salomon in this 
plate: For after many daies thou ſhalt find 
it. Foz whereas in the foꝛmer part he had 
vſed a pꝛetie kind of role o pꝛeoctupa⸗ 
tion, which a woꝛldly minded man to this 
purpoſe might haue vſed : A hatſaeuet J 
giue vnto the poze is aſſuredly loft, as if 
E 4 I 
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I caſt my bread into the ſea, and J ſhall 
nener expec a recompence fo2 the ſame: 
He now anfwereth this doubt, Et occur- 
ru hommaum mmparientie , qui, mſi; — 4 
compenſationem accipiaut, ilico ammum aby- 
ciunt ds one ſpeaketh, and he heere mert⸗ 
eth with the unpatiencie of thoſe men, 
who pꝛeſently deſpaire, if God reward not 
their almes out of hand: But Salomon 
heere tels them, that if the Lozdhath not 
pet rewarded them, yet they muſt expect 
and waite his leaſure , they muſt taue a 
day and a day, nay many daics, and then 
at the laſt they ſhall be ure to receaue it: x 
if in the meane ſeaſon they liue in want, 
and take vp the crie of thoſe faithfull 
ſoules , V{quequo domine . wſqurque ? hcw 
long Lo2d, how long ſhall we expect our 
reward: the ſpirit ſhall teſtifie to their 
ſpirits, that Chꝛiſt hunſelfe doth ſay vnto 
them; Behold, J come quickly, and my 
reward is with me, to giue to every man 


Fo? ſo it is, beloued bꝛethꝛen, ſometimes 
Cod p2eſently rewardeth the charitable 
beneuolence of his childzen , as hee did 
the widow of Sareptah, who immediately 
vpon 
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vpon her relxxuing of Eliah, had her meale 
t oile increaſed accozding to the wozd of 
the Loꝛd, 1. Reg. 17.16.Somtimcs differ- 
tur retributio, non deficit, (oath Bonauẽture: 
Well may Ch2ift deferre it ſoꝛ a time, but 
he doth not foꝛget it foz euer. Jt may be 
that fo2 thy loue to the poze members of 
Chulſt, God in his loue to thx wil in time 
increaſe thy cone , thy wine , thy otle, 
and thy ſtocke, and then in thy ſel/e and 
thine owne eſtate atter manie dares thou 
maieſt find ir. Jt maybe, that tho'ſc pw2e 
childꝛen whom thou now fa deſt at thy 
table , and clotheſt with thy garments, 
may one day be ſo enabled by Almightie 
Godin their eſtate that they may feed and 
cloath thy childzen , when they may ber 
b:ought to much want and miſerable ne- 
ceſſitie: and then in thy childzen;atccr ma- 
nie daies thou maieſt finde it. The fumme 
and effect of all is this: God that is befo2e 
all time in recompenſing the god works 
ok his childꝛen, will not bee tied to this 
oꝛ that nrcumſtance of time: onely wer 
may be well aſſured , that one time oꝛ an 
other he will reſtoꝛe our liberalitie mani⸗ 
fold into our boſome , by giuing vs, — 
qu 
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ſ«fficit : either what wee deſire , 02 that 
which is better, oꝛ that which is ſufficient. 

Learne then, my bꝛethꝛen, a ſumilitude 
of the huſbandman, he caſteth his ſad in- 
to the ground, the coꝛne dicth, the winter 
commeth , froſt and ſnow and tempeſtu- 
ous weather falleth thereon , and who 
would not thinke he had laboured in 
vaine ? pet the huſbandman patrently a- 
bideth and tarrieth the time of harueſt, 
and then he receaueth a plentiful increaſe. 
So when we giue our almes, what doe 
we elſe but ca(t, ſhall I ſay our ſeed, vpon 
the ground, nay (whereof there may be 
lefle hope) our bread vpon the waters? 
Pet certainly as that, though in mans 


iudgement caſt away, ſpꝛingeth and gro- * * 


weth, and beareth much fcuite : So this 
in tune ſhall returne vnto a happy har- 
neſt, Si enim non perit ſemen quod m ter- 
ram proiſcis, quid times periturum quod in do- 
mini manu reponis If the ſ&de periſh not 
which is caſt into the earth , much leſſe 
ſhall that be loſt that is left in Gods hand, 
that is laid vp in Chꝛiſts ſtoze-houſe, the 
poze-mans bagge- Learne a — 
0 
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of great purchaſers ; they giue ma- 
nic tunes great ſummes of money fo2 
teuetſions, which themſelues ſometimes 
neuer liue to eniop, but thar child2zen 
after them receaue the bencfit thereof: 
ſolet not vs thinke much to diſburſe our 
ſummes, our manie ſummes, towards 
the relicfe of cur po2e bꝛethꝛen, Rnowing 
that if the btnefit harcof come not pꝛe⸗ 
ſently to our ſelues, pet it will come op- 
po2tunely to our poſteritie: For after ma- 
ny daies we ſhall nde it. 
Pea but, will ſome men ſay, hob is this 
true? J haue oftentimes caſt my bread 
vpon the waters, giuen mine almes vnto 
the poꝛe, and J haue a long time ex peaed 
this reward, as pet J can finde nothing. 
O but hearken what S. Chry ſoſtome an⸗ 
ſwereth in one of his Hom. Examine thy 
ſelle O man, hath not God rewarded thy 
charitie with any bleſſing : who then hath 
giuen the thy health, thy wealth, thy 
fod and ayparcll : o: if thou haſt not yet 
in a full meaſure taſted hereof, expea 
notwithſtanding, and waite the Lo2ds 
leiſure, ſurely he deferreth thee blel⸗ 
fings foz thing aduantage, that hw may 
pay 
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pay ther at the laſt with the greater in- 
tereſt, Fo God is not like that king in 
Plutarch, who would alwates ſay ow, 
2 will atuc to all men, and yet fo2 all this, 
gaue nothing to any man. He is Vea and 
Amen in all his pꝛomiſes, and in time con- 
uenient he will perfozme thein. The pꝛo⸗ 
miſe of the womans ſerde was inſtantly 
made and 4ppo7d as a comſo2t againſt 
Adams fall, yet it was perſoꝛmed 3900, 
- perres after in Chꝛiſt Jeſus. The p29s 
mi e of l{racls returne out of X#gypr , is 
made acemfo2t vnto Abraham, yet 400. 
ves ſcruitude mult b v firſt indured, but 
in time conuentent this pꝛomiſe ſhall be 
perfo: med. The pꝛomiſe of the Scepters 
tontinuante till Silocs comming is made 
to ludah, pet ſhall many ſtep in of other 
tribes; Moſes out of Leuics tribe, Ioſhuah 
out of Ephraims tribe, Saul out of Ben- 
1amins tribe; vet in time conuenient a 
poꝛe Dauid ſhall be reſtoꝛed to the ſcepter 
of ludah. Ioſeph was not p2eſently lifted 
vp aboue his bꝛethꝛen, but mane bitter 
arzfes were be oꝛe indured. Iudah did 
== finde releaſe by Cyrus, but 
ſo2owfull ſongs by the waters of 
Babylan 


| 
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Babylon muſt be chaunted: but at length 
the ones dignifying, the others deliuery, 
were in time conuenient perfoꝛmed. Yee 
that deferred the pꝛomiſed ſixd ſo manie 
hundꝛed yerres,and then ſent; Iſracls deli⸗ 
ucrance ſo many ſco2e of perres, and then 
w2ought ; croſt ludahs and Ioſephs hopes 
ſo many wates, and then granted: why 
ſhould we doubt but that the ſame God 
with whom the pꝛeſent and future tenſe 
is all one, will in conuenient time re⸗ 
ward them that rel&ue his? Why ſhould 
we doubt but that if we thus lay out our 
money foꝛ the Lo2d, the Loꝛd at the laſt 
will reſtoꝛe it? Why ſhould we doubt, 
but that if we thus lend vnto the Lozd, 
the Loꝛd at the laſt will repay it Why 
ſhould we doubt, but that it we thus caſt 
our bread vpon the waters, the Loꝛd at the 
laſt will reward it, though we erpet if 
manie daies? And ſo from the tune hore 
ſpecified, aſte manie daies. J now tome to 
the reward it ſel e hare pꝛopoſed in the 
laſt woꝛds, thou ſhalt finde it, whereoſby 
pour patience a woꝛd 02 two, and o J will 
commut pou to God. 
Thou ſhalc finde it I inzentes illum, that 
'is 
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ts,ſaith Bonauenture,retributronens pro ills, 
arecompence fo2 it. And what is this re- 
compence 2 It is, ſaith one, ſcytuplum, cen- 
tuplum, millecuplim: ſeuenfold, an hund ꝛed 
fold, nay, a thouſand fold moꝛe than the 
moꝛſell of bread we caſt vpon the waters, 
mo2e than the meaſure of almes we giue 
vnto the poꝛe:it is verce t--7poralis m hoc 
ſeculo & æterna in futuro: à tempo all res 
ward of things tranſttoꝛie hare on earth, 
ta full fruition of things eternall there in 
heauen : as the Caldic paraph:aſe and o⸗ 
ther interpꝛeters doe expound it. And here 
you ſe my bꝛethꝛen what a large field J 
haue pet to walke in, and what a (2a of 
matter lies beſoꝛe me: but my purpoſe is 
not to tread euer path, noꝛ to ſound eue⸗ 
rie Ocean. J will paſſe ouer this point 
tanquam canis in Nile lambent, vel vt La- 
das in puluere cu ſi ans, as the dogs vie to 
lap in Vilus, and as Lada, frips it vpon 
the ſands catching a little here and there, 
and ſcarſe leauing the p2int of my ſpeech 
any where : commending the reſt to your 
pꝛiuate meditations , and to the effectuall 
operation of Gods holy ſpirit in your obe- 
dient hearts. | 
Thou 
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Thou ſhalt find it] That is both a tem⸗ 
pozall t᷑ eternall reward. Firf thou ſhalt 
finde a tempozall reward. Yonour the 
Loꝛd, ſaith Salomon, by thy riches that is, 
in diſtributing them vnto the poꝛe: 0 
ſhall thy barnes be filled with abundance, 
and thy p2eſſes ſhall burſt with wine, Pro. 
3.9.10. Foz as a fountaine, ſaith Clemens 
Alexandrinus, the moze it is dzawne , the 
mo2e it is filled with freſh, and, fo2 the 
molt part,\weeter water: So the moꝛe we 
dꝛaw the fountaine of our bounty,by caſt- 
ing vnto the poꝛe, the moꝛe is our ftoze 
repleniſhed with a new ſupplie of mante 
bleſſings. And as when leſus bzake and 
diſtributed thoſe fiue loaues to the fine 
thouſand me, the bꝛead was miraculouſly 
multiplied,to no leſſe than twelue baſkets 
full, lohn 6. So when be bꝛeake our bꝛead 
vnto the needie, God doth as it were by a 
miracle multiplie the ſame , that in our 
baſket and in our ſtoze , we may neuer 
want. When the widow of Sarepta made 
the P:ophet a little cake with all her pꝛo⸗ 

uiſion, foz this ſhe was the richer, fo2 be⸗ 
hold the barrell ofmeale waſted not, and 
the oile in the cruſe ceaſed not, 1. reg. — 
16. 
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16. when one Bonifacius gaue all his mo⸗ 
thers cone vnto the paze , ſoꝛ this ſho 
was the richer, fo: behold he p:ated and 
the Loꝛd reſtoꝛed it in greater abundance 
than beſoꝛe, Greg.4.r.dra/og.ca g. When 
tohn the Jatriarke of Alexandria, gaue 
fiuecrownes vnto the poze, fo: this he 
was the richer : fo2 behold , a noble Ladie 
fo theſe fiue gaue hun fiftte crownes to 
the vſe ol his church, as Surius wateth in 
his life: Qui mm terrena ſabſidid largitnr, 
ds'tor din celeſti remmneratune redditur, 
ſaith S. Hicrome on the Proverbs: Yee 
that is made poꝛe by muing his almes, 
God makes him rich againe by reward- 
ing his alnes. Me that thus ſcattereth is 
the moꝛe increaſed, Prou. x 1.29. Would 
pou then beloued learne the heauenlp 
thuft; loe hare it 1s,beſtow your treaſure 
vpon the pwze , and it ſhall b:ing you 
mo:e p:ofit then gold, Eccleſ. 29. 11. 
Would you know where to finde much 
treaſure, loe hareitis, a mans almes is 
a pure with him, and it ſhall pay euerie 
man his reward vpon his head, as it is in 
the : 3.verſe of the ſame chap. Would vou 
liue in plentie all the dates of pour life, lo 
hare 
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here it is, he that giueth vnto the poze 
ſhall neuer lacke , Prou. 28. 27. Would 
vou be aſſured of the reward of your cha- 
ritie, loe here it is, Caſt your bread vpon 
the waters, and after manie dates you thall 
finde it. God is the ſame God ill as able 
to requite , and as ready to reward the 
dads of mercy as euer he was: And ther- 
fo:e if the bowels of thy chaxitie ſhall bee 
fo farre inlarged , that thou caſt all vnto 
the pe, and leaue nothing fo2 thy eife, 
pet be thou comfozted with that which 
Tiberius the Emperour ſometimes coms 
fo:ted himſelie withall, who hauing ſpent 
almoft his whole treaſury in the woꝛks of 
charitie, and being blame d by ſame ofhis 
friends fo2 the ſame, returned them this 
anſwer : Though my money be gone, vet 
here is my coinſo!t, Dem non deerit fiſco 
»oſiro,God will neuer be wanting in my 
exchequer: which afterwards he found 
true: fo2 he did not ſo liberally que to the 
pa:e , as God did liberally reward him 
with tempoꝛall bleſſings fo2 the ſame , as 
Paulus Diaconus in his 3. Ar. and 6. cap. 
of his Hiſtoꝛie repoꝛteth. 

Vearken to this O all ye couetous 
F vſurers 
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vſurers and extoztioncrs , vou that beate 
your bꝛaines and buſie your heads how 
vou may make the greateſt gaine and 
commoditie of pour gold and ſiluer, hall J 
here teach you anew kind ot vſury,a moꝛe 
comodious tourſe, which I thinke ycu ne- 
uer pet heard of,o2 hearing it, I pꝛe ume 
pou neuer pet put in pꝛaciſe. Jf J ſhould 
ſay vnto you as our Sauiour did ta the 
rich man in the Goſpell, Sell all that you 
haue and mue to the paze , and you ſhall 
haue a great reward in heauen; ſurely 
you would then ſate , Darius off bir ſer- 
mo, this is a hard ſaying , and with that 
rich man, yu would not abide it. But pet 
let me tell vou, if you will purchaſe the 
greateſt gaine by your riches, if you will 
ſet out pour money fo vſurie fo2 the beſt 
commonitie, caſt, i not all, yet the ſuper⸗ 
fluities of pour abundance vnto the ner⸗ 
die, and J will aſſure you by this meanes 
your gold ſhal bing vou greater increaſe, 
than by all other kinds of vſury whatſa- 
ener: fo2 vou know the wo2ld is deceit- 
full,in ſetting your money to vſury;ſome- 
times you are deceaued by a couſening 
Lawyer, and hee "© 
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tricke to make your bond of none effect: 
Sometime you are deceaued by a begger⸗ 
ly bankabzupt , and where there is no- 
thing, as the old ſaying 1s , not onely the 
ſubiec but euen the king muſt loſe his 
right: and ſuppoſe the beſt , that both 
pour debtoz and his bond ſtand god, pet 
the moſt that you get by this meanes, is 
ſome ten in the hundꝛed, 02 J will ſup⸗ 
poſe twentie, and that peraduenture with 
ſucha perplered conſcience , as if all the 
furies in hell were already toꝛmentung of 
vou: But in this vſury which J pꝛopoſe, 
behold enery thing ſafe and certaine, Q. 

dat pauperi faneratnr domino, he that atueth 
unto the poꝛe ſets out his money to vſu⸗ 
tie to God, and he will recompence that 
which he hath giuen,Pro. 19. 17. Here be⸗ 
loued, pour debtoꝛ is a ſure pay maſter, 
almightie God : the bond 02 obligation 
where with he tieth himſelfe vnto you, is 
his wo2d, the leaſt tot and tittle whereof 
thallneuerpaſſe : the vſe which he gineth, 
is not ten in the hund ꝛed, but moze than 
tentunes beyond the pzincipall , manie 
tempozall bleCings in this woꝛld, which 
ifit beto little, behold a greater reward, 

F 2 (which 
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(which now commeth to be toucht in the 
laſt place euerlaſting in the 
woꝛld to come;x he that caſteth his bread 
vpon the waters ſhall be ſure to find it. 

Thou ſhalt find it.] That is, thou ſhalt 
alſo finde this eternall reward. To caſt 
our bread vpon the waters. To giue our 
almes vnto the po2e , ſaith S. Chryſoſt. 
ad pop. Antioch, is, ars omnium queſtuoſiſſi- 
ma, the moſt gainfull arte of all other; 
fo2 that is true of this kind ol piety which 
S. Paul ſpeaketh of godlineſſe ingonerall , 
rie mum 672 wav, it is pꝛoſitable vn⸗ 
to all things, hauing the pꝛomiſe of this 
life, and of that which is to come, 1. Tun. 
4-8. It is Luticum in mundo, & theſaurus 
in ca lo, inſtæd of our iourneying pꝛouiſi⸗ 
on, while we are wand ing in this pilgri⸗ 
mage of our moꝛtalitie, ; a neuer failing 
treaſure reſcrued in heauen foꝛ vs : Ok 
the ft you haue already heard ; ofthe ſe⸗ 
cond how ſhould you heare any thing, ſe&- 
ing fleſhand bloud is able to ſpeake ther⸗ 
of little oꝛ nothing, it is tod&xpe a myſte- 
rie to be ſounded, to intricate a point to 
be ſearched, to great a matter to be appꝛe⸗ 
hended by the ſhallow conceit ofa moꝛtall 
man, 
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manzhad the Cherubin ſanctiſied my lips 
as he did the Þ;ophet EI. 6. 7. had J the 
tong of men and ange s, I were not able 
to expꝛeſſe it: Let vs ſuppoſe all the plea⸗ 
ſures and delights in this world com- 
poſed in one, all the glo!tous ſhewes 
the eie hath ſeene, all the heauenly ſounds 
the eare hath heard, all the pleaſant odozs 
the noſe hath ſmelt , al the variety of i wert 
and mellifluous ſauo:s the tong hath tas 
ſted, all the delightcull obiecs the hands 
haue touched: Adde hxreunto, not onely 
what nature, but what ſoeuer arte in her 
derpeſt knowledge can inuent, and al ſhall 
be nothing, but as a ſhadow in reſpect of 
that ſubſtance, as dꝛoſſe in reſpec of that 
gold , as a cottage in reſpect of that pal- 
lace, as toies and trifles in reſpec of that 
heauenly reward, which theſe Amners of 
the Almightie God ſhall receaue in that 
date. Then they that haue fedde the hun- 
grie, and clothed the naked in this life, 
ſhall be made to ſit downe at a table , and 
Chzift humſelfe ſhall come fw2th and ſerue 
them: their meat ſhall be of the tree of life, 
in the midſt of the paradiſe of God: their 
d2nke tall be of the water ol life, euer 
F 3 flowing 
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flowing and neuer waſting , their appa- 
rell ſhall be white arrate, their light ſhall 
be Chalſt himſelſe, their companions ſhal 
be angels and archangels, their continual 
ererciſe ſhall be ſinging and ſaying, Yoly, 
holy,holy,Lo2d God ofhoſts,which was, 
which is, and which is to come. Hare is 
that euerlaſting reward of the louers of 
the po2e : thus ſhall it be done to them 
in heauen, who haue pitied the needy here 
on earth. O what a foꝛcible argument 
ſhould this be to eucry one of vs, now 
with aliberall hand to caſt our bread vp- 
on theſe waters, ſering at the laſt we ſhall 
be ſoreſpected , ſeeing at the laſt we ſhall 
be ſo hono2ed , ſing at the laſt wee ſhall 
finde ſo great and ſo gloꝛious a reward 
O what a coling card will this be to thee, 
O thou hard hearted wo2lbling , when 
thou ſhalt ſee the liberall giuer rewarded 
with heauen, and thy ſelfe thzuſt downe 
to hell ! fo: how wilt thou anſwer the 
Loꝛd one fo2 a thouſand, when thou canſf 
not giue account to the Loꝛd of one part 
in a thouſand, that thou haſt ginen vnto 
the poze: Yow wilt thou anſwer him, 
when it ſhall be told thee , that * 
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but Gods ſteward ok all that thou didſt 
poſſeſſe, and therfoꝛe thou muſt make an 
account vnto him, hob thou haſt laid out 
all thy wealth and ſubſtante? What a mi⸗ 
ſerable taking wilt thou be in, when thou 
canſt not but confeſſe that thou haſt ſpent 
thus much money on thy belly in daintie 
fare, and thus much money on thy backe 
in gate apparell, and thus much money in 
vanitie , and thus much money in vil- 
lame, and thus much money in the ſinne 
of wantonneſſe, and thus much money in 
other wickedneſſe, and peraduenture 
ſcarce one pennie in the wo2ks of mercy? 
Nay what a miſerable taking wilt thou 
bee in, when thou canſt not but confeſſe 
that thon hadſt ſo many thouſand pounds 
abꝛoad at vſurie , and ſo many thouſand 
pounds at home ruſting in thy trea\urte, 
and yet in thy life didſt neuer beſtow one 
pound in the deedes of charitie? Let ſuch 
rich and wꝛetched men howle and werpe, 
fo: the miſeries that ſhal come vpon them: 
their riches are co2rupt , their garments 
are moth-eaten , their gold and ſiluer is 
cankred, and the ruſt thereof ſhall ber a 


witneſle againſt them at the laſt day: 
Caſier 
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Eaſier ſhall it be fo2 a camell to goe tho 
row the eie ofa nedle, then fo2 ſuch to en- 
ter into the kingdome of heauen . And 
therefoze let all ſuch bunchbackt camels 
know, if they will be ſaued, they muſt taſt 
away their burdens that hinder their 
courſe to this goale, they muſt pare away 
their bunches that hinder their paſſage 
though this ſtrait and narrow gate: they 
mult diſtribute their gods that otherwiſe 
will foꝛ euer barre them from their God. 
But to leaue them, and the tozments vn- 
leſle they repent, that ſhall neuer leaue 
them, and to conclude with our ſelues : 
£[}any of the ancient auto2s in their w2i- 
tings doe make repo2t of a certainecouns 
frey whoie faſhion was yerrely to choſe 
their king, who had fo2 that yerre abſolute 
authoꝛitie fo doe what he liſt but the yere 
being ended, ha was depoſed from his 
place, and thꝛuſt naked into a remote 
Aland, there to end his life in hunger and 
cold, and much want, UWhereof one be- 
ing advertiſed, thought afozehand to pꝛe⸗ 
uent this inconuemence,and in that ſhoꝛt 
time of his raigne, he ſent ouer his wealth 
and treaſure into that Aland where inta 

humſelfe 
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himſelfe at the pirres end being thꝛult 
naked and without nuanes, he was relie⸗ 
ued by that which carefully atoꝛehand he 
had there pꝛouided. Beloued in our Lo2d 
and Sauiour Jeſus Chuſt, were we all 
kings and pꝛinces neuer ſo noble, neuer 
ſo mightie, neuer ſo rich, we haue no aſ⸗ 
ſurance of any long continuance in this 
wo:ld, no not ſo much as fo2 one pate: 
fo: hare we haue no abiding citie, but we 
loke fo2 one to come, Hebr. 13. 14. our 
pere,that is, our ſhozt courſe of life, at laſt 
muſt haue an end: and as we came naked 
into the wo2ld, ſo muſt we returne naked 
out of the woꝛld, as lob ſpeaketh of him- 
ſelfe, lob 1.21. Let vs then my bꝛethꝛen 
with that wiſe king now in the time of 
plenty pꝛouide againf the future fa:mine 
let vs now make vs friends of that vn- 
righteous mammon, that when we want, 
they may receiue vs into euerlaſting ha- 
bitations : let vs now make vs bags that 
w re not old, a treaſure that can neuer fail 
in heaut᷑: let vs now ſend away wealth in 
diſtributing to the poꝛe, Q god enim paupe- 
ri dam u ante nos pra mit timuu, ſaith S. Aug. 
& hoc ibi mueniemus quod hic dams. And 
we 
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we ſhall finde that in heauen which wer 
giue them herre on earth. Let vs now play 
the wiſe merchants , as they venture 
much vpon the waters , ſo let vs vpon 
theſe waters. Regnum cœlorũ venale rt this 
day the kingdome of God is as it were ſet 
at ſale vnto vs ; © let vs ſell all that we 
haue to buy this pearle : t yet we nad not 
ſell all, fo2 a ſmail matter will buie it, an 
ouer-woz2ne garment will bute it, a moꝛ⸗ 
ſell of meat will bute it, a loafe of bꝛead 
will buie it, a dꝛaught of dzinke will buie 
it, a cup ot cold water will buie it, a mite 
of ſiluer will buie it; not in reſpec of the 
merit ot᷑ ſo (mall a gift, but in regard of 
the mercy of ſo great a God: ſoꝛʒ the woꝛd 
of God muſt ber true when euery man 
ſhall ber a liar: they that fad the poze 
when they are hungry, and reſreſh them 
when they are thirſtie, and lodge them 
when they are weane , and cloath them 
when they are naked, and viſite them 
when they are ſicke, ſhall then be comfo2- 
ted with a Come yee bleſſed, inherite an 
enerlaſting kingdome. Cõtraxiwiſe, they 
that haue hardned their hearts, « ſhut vp 
the bowels of compaſſion againſt no 
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ſhall reccaue that dolefull ſentence; De⸗ 
part pe curſed into enerlaſting fire, pꝛe⸗ 
pared fo2 the diuel + his angels, Matth. 5. 

Wherefo2e right Yonozable, c.) to 
conclude all at the laſt: as Moſes ſaid to 
the people of Iſrael, A cal heauen and earth 
to reco2d this day, that J haue ſet befo2e 
you life and death, bleſſing and curſing, 
thcrefoze choſe life, that both thou and thy 
ſed may liue, Deut. 30:19. Oo our wit- 
neſſesare both in heauen and earth, that 
this day both life and death are ſet befoze 
vs, the euerlaſting reward which God 
hath pꝛouided fo2 the chearfull giuer, and 
the heaup iudgement which he hath pꝛe⸗ 
pared foꝛthe touetous woꝛldling. O then 
let vs follow the pꝛeſident of the one, and 
hate the pꝛaaiſe ofthe other, that ſo wee 
may hope fo2 comſoꝛt, that ſo we may liue 
fozeuer : let vs now admit the poꝛe to 
our pꝛeſente, that then we may be admit- 
ted to the pꝛeſente of God: let vs now 
giue them our carthly mammon , that 
then God may giue vs heauenly manna: 
let vs now receaue them to our table,that 
then we may be receaued to eate 4 dzinke 
in the kingdome of God: let vs now yu 
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them our companions in earth, that then 
we may be made copanions with angels 
t archangeis in heauen. Let vs now helpe 
to ſuſtaine their life in this pilgrimage 
of man, that then we may liue fo2 euer in 
the citie of God: let vs now crowne them 
with cur tempoꝛal bleſſings, that then we 
may be crowned with the crown of nlo2y: 
let vs now cloath them with our apparel, 
that then we may be clothed with the gar⸗ 

ent of ummoꝛtalitie: let vs now ſhew 
mercy vnto pœꝛe Jeſus in them, that then 
our icſus the God cf mercy , may haue 
compaſſion vpon vs. Finally, let vs now 
caſt our bread vpon theſe many and trou- 
bled,and ſalt, and running waters in this 
wo!ld, that then we may find bꝛead and 
water, the b:ead of life + the water of life, 
the riches of Gods treaſurte t the abuns 
dance of his houſe in the woꝛld to come. 
Which the Lo2d of his infinite mercy 
grant vnto vs all to emoy after the mi⸗ 
ſeries of this wofull and w2etched life : 
not fo: our owne merits and deſerts , but 
fo: the moſt glozious paſſion and toyfull 
reſurrection of Jeſus Chꝛiſt: to whom 
with the Father , and the bleſſed ſpirif be 
aſcribed al honoz and glozp, it. 


The Author to the 
Reader. 


Eing ouer intreated 
2 at this time to pub- 
7 lifh this Sermon , 
== and hauing my ſelle 
ſo mame neceſſarie imploy- 
ments other wiſe, l was conſtrai- 
ned to ſend vnto the Printer, 
that one and only vnperfect co- 
Py Which I had thereof, wher- 
in it (by reaſon ot mine owne 
abſence ) there happen to be 


many taults, the Chriſtian and 
well 


To Tus RAD. 
well diſpoſed Reader, I hope, 
wil charitably cenſure them. As 
for the carping companions of 
our time, as I neuer deſired to 
pleaſe them, ſo doe I not 
now ſeeke to ſatis- 
fc them. 
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